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Breakthroughs in DNA sequencing technology in the 1980's revolutionized
evolutionary biology, and out of this revolution emerged what has become a
highly influential discip line known as p hylogeograp hy. Formally introduced
a little more than a decade ago by John Avise and his colleagues (Avise et al.,
1987), p hylogeograp hy is a highly integrative ap p roach used to investigate
the relationship between earth history, ecology, and biotic diversification.
Phylogeograp hy combines information from p op ulation genetics,
p hylogenetics, geoclimatic history, p aleontology, p op ulation biology,
molecular evolution, and historical biogeograp hy in order to characterize
the geograp hic distributions of genealogical lineages across the geograp hic
landscap e (referred to as p hylogeograp hic p atterns), and to infer the
evolutionary, demograp hic and biogeograp hic p rocesses that have shap ed
these p atterns.
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