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Abstract
We need to p ay more attention to the p rocess of being sociologists and less
attention to rates of p roductivity. To sup p ort this statement, I p resent a
case study of the p rocesses in which I have been involved while studying
Deadheads, fans of the former rock band, the Grateful Dead. To avoid
negative sanctioning, I p roceeded slowly with this research and therefore
had time to engage students, the media, and Deadheads in sociological
dialogue. As a result, my teaching, ability to communicate sociological ideas,
op p ortunities to incite sociological thought, and data were enhanced. To
fulfill the p romise of sociology “to revolutionize how p eop le think”
(Johnson 1997), we need to engage p ublics in dialogue and to establish
routine rewards for doing so.
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