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SUMMARY

Cont roversies in Second Language Writ ing is not a how-t o book, but one
t hat focuses on how t eachers in L2 writ ing can be helped t o make
reasoned decisions by underst anding some of t he key issues and
conflict ing opinions about L2 writ ing research and pedagogy. This book
will assist t eachers in making informed decisions about t eaching writ ing in
t he ESL classroom. To count eract some of t he debat es, Casanave
explores t he different sides of t he argument s and provides examples of
how ot her t eachers have dealt wit h t hese issues. The book present s
novice and seasoned t eachers wit h t hought -provoking issues and
quest ions t o consider when det ermining and reflect ing on t heir own
t eaching st rat egies and crit eria. Topics discussed include: cont rast ive
rhet oric, product vs. process, fluency and accuracy, assessment of
st udent work, audience, plagiarism, polit ics, and ideology.
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