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Abstract :  The fruit of a lifetime of study and research, the book traces the pernicious
influence of deforestation, of soil erosion and of bad administration through the ages and
the remedies these suggest. It describes the age-old struggle between the " desert and
the sown " founded on agricultural, archaeological and historical material recorded in
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detailed surveys. 
Its six chapters are devoted to a detailed examination and analysis of the topography

geology of the Levant, its climate, the destruction of vegetation, soil erosion, 
installations, their origin and decay and, finally, the rise and decline of agriculture in the
Levant from prehistoric times to the Turkish period. In his introduction, W. C. Lowdermilk
summarizes the importance of such a study for the " education of peoples of all walks of
life " and writes, " if civilization is to win this race against famine, it must be done with the
determination and support of the whole population. Farmers cannot do it all on their own
account. It is a challenge that must be accepted by the people concerned as a whole."
Each chapter is followed by an extensive bibliography. There are 72 excellent plates. The
Hebrew edition of this book was published in 1950 for the Bialik Institute, Jerusalem.
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