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As t he most  widely read Roman poem in ant iquit y, t he Aeneid was
indelibly burned int o t he memories of  generat ions of  Roman school
children. In her new book, Yasmin Syed analyzes t he format ive influence
t he poem exert ed on it s broad audience of  educat ed Romans. Syed
analyzes Roman pedagogy and reading pract ices as well as ancient
beliefs about  t he powerful influence of  poet ry. Her st udy considers
t hese cult ural component s t oget her wit h t he aspect s of  ident it y t hat
define t he Aeneid's charact ers. By doing so, Syed shows how Vergil's
ancient  audiences saw t hemselves---t heir experiences, goals, and
values---reflect ed in t he poem and guided by it . In part icular, Syed's
t reat ment  of  gender and et hnicit y brings t o light  t he key role of  Vergil's
poem in t he format ion of  Romanit y. Yasmin Syed is Visit ing Assist ant
Professor of  Classics at  t he Universit y of  California, Berkeley.
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