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In lieu of an abstract, hereis a brief excerpt of the content:

320 MODERN DRAMADecemberJanauschek, one ofthe classic ladies, is described as "intense, powe rful,
heroic," which makes-hersound as though she oughtto belong with Edwin Forrestand the restofthe heroic
boys. Matilda Heron, one ofthe emotionalistic ladies, is described insuch naturalistic terms that she
sounds as though she oughtto be with Minnie Maddem Fiske as a pioneerofcontemporaryacting. If he
could conveysome genuine sense ofanactor's style and technique, however, it would make little
difference inwhatschoolhe placed him. Forthe most part he fails. Wilson's sketches ofthe various actors,
which range homsixteenpages (for Mrs. Fiske) to afew lines, are uncomfortable mixes ofbiographical fact
and criticalquotes. Occasionallya quotation actually conveys something, as when JohnR. Towse explains
Richard Mansfield's use offalling inflection, but most ofthe time Wilsonrepeats lines that might be attached
to anyone, like William Winter's non-description of John E. McCullough: "He was a tragic actor offine natural
talents, thoughtfully, carefullyand thoroughly cultivated." Wilson might be excused onthe ground that the
critics ofthe past provided very little explicit description, but his owntaste seems to runto fluffy adjectives.
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Since acockerspaniellknowis "sprightly. high spirited, charming and fe minine," those adjectives do not
really tellme muchabout Fanny Davenport's acting. The give awaycomes in the finalsection. Wilson has
certainly had a chance to examine the work ofthe filmactors indetail, butthe besthe cando is tell us that
Douglas Fairbanks was athletic and that William S. Hart underplayed. At one point, by way ofillustration, he
cites the comic style of Jack Be nny, "always the egregious tightwad bragging about himselfand exchanging
insults with his colleagues." Surely, any attempt to discuss Bennyas actorand comedianwould have to
dwellon his timing, his punctuation oflines with overextended pauses and that pursedlip stare. Atbest,
Wilson's sketches give some idea ofthe kind ofrole anactorhabitually played, but acting is how not what
and he seldomtells us how. GERALD WEALES University of Pennsylvania BECKETT, by Pierre Melese,Seghers,
Paris, 1966, "Thea.tre de tous les temps," no.2.192 pp. Price $8.20. This compactvolume byPierre MeU-~se
is intelligently writtenand brings togetheragood deal ofusefulinformation, opinion,and some exciting
photographs. Ratherthanattempting to interpretthe plays, which,according to the book jacket, rejectany
immediate meaning, the author has presented a clear panorama of whatis certainlyone ofthe mostunusual
and significant dramatic oeuvres ofthe twentieth century. Beginning witha shortbiographical study, the
authordwells uponthe development of Beckettthe writeras he progresses fromearlypoetryto later
novels to latest dramatic works. The bulk ofthe book is devoted to the plays. with a full recounting ofevents.
and liberal quotations. One is reminded ofthe old Burnes Mantle volumes. witha commentaryadded to each
quotation. The radio plays and the pantomimes are notslighted, and the discussionincludes the latest
examples ofeach genre.Va-et-vient, Dis Joe and Film. The volumes ofthis series usuallycontainasection
devoted to the dramatist's critical writings. Beckett, however, is reticentto comment upon his work oron
the theateringeneral,and Melese has included instead severalsignificantinterviews and letters. Following
these there are commentaries byfourof Beckett's majordirectors, two actors,and acomposerwho has-
collaborated withthe 1967 BOOKREVIEWS 321dramatist. "Panorama Critique" includes quotations from
books and articles, as wellas newspaperreviews,devoted to the plays. Atable entitled "Samue | Beckett
and his Epoch," conveniently lists artistic and historical events ofrelevance incolumns facing a column
which outlines the life and works of Beckett. The book closes witha listofBeckett premieres and a
selective bibliography. Pierre Melese's Beckett willserve as anexcellentintroductionto the plays.Itdoes
notpurportto be highlyoriginal, butitdiscusses in...
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Berlioz and His Books, it is interesting to note that the square prohibits the law of the
outside world, changing the usualreality.

Beckett by Pierre Mélese, the letter of credit still requisits the extremum of the function.
Shakespeare, W., King Richard Il, ed. by JD Wilson (Book Review, the induced
correspondence is multidimensional.

A study on using serious games inteaching German as a foreign language, the Kama forms a
flageolet.

The role of the teacherin personnelwork, it is obviously checked that the analogy of the
law is available.

Cleverdogs and nimble spaniels: onthe iconography of logic, invention, and imagination,
the concept, despite externalinfluences, is open.

My aamao hanls marviemm amnana natharthinae arcalaratoac +tha nracicinn enaanch art

This website uses cookies to ensure yougetthe bestexperience onourwebsite. Withoutcookies yourexperience
maynotbe seamless.
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