
NO INST IT UT IONAL AFFILIAT ION LOG  IN

B R O WS E

 Beckett by Pierre Mélèse (review)
Leonard Pronko
Modern Drama
Universit y of  Toront o Press
Volume 10, Number 3, Fall 1967
pp. 320-321
10.1353/mdr.1967.0072
REVIEW

View Cit at ion

In lieu of  an abst ract , here is a brief  excerpt  of  t he cont ent :

320  MODERN DRAMA De ce mbe r Janaus che k, one  of the  clas s ic  ladie s , is  de s cribe d as  "inte ns e , powe rful,
he roic," which make s · he r s ound as  thoug h s he  oug ht to  be long  with Edwin Forre s t and the  re s t of the  he roic
boys . Matilda He ron, one  of the  e motionalis tic  ladie s , is  de s cribe d in s uch naturalis tic  te rms  that s he
s ounds  as  thoug h s he  oug ht to  be  with Minnie  Madde m Fis ke  as  a pione e r of conte mporary acting . If he
could conve y s ome  g e nuine  s e ns e  of an actor's  s tyle  and te chnique , howe ve r, it would make  little
di:e re nce  in what s chool he  place d him. For the  mos t part he  fails . Wils on's  s ke tche s  of the  various  actors ,
which rang e  hom s ixte e n pag e s  (for Mrs . Fis ke ) to  a fe w line s , are  uncomfortable  mixe s  of biog raphical fact
and critical quote s . Occas ionally a quotation actually conve ys  s ome thing , as  whe n John R. Tows e  e xplains
Richard Mans fie ld's  us e  of falling  infle ction, but mos t of the  time  Wils on re pe ats  line s  that mig ht be  attache d
to anyone , like  William Winte r's  non-de s cription of John E. McCulloug h: "He  was  a trag ic  actor of fine  natural
tale nts , thoug htfully, care fully and thoroug hly cultivate d." Wils on mig ht be  e xcus e d on the  g round that the
critics  of the  pas t provide d ve ry little  e xplicit de s cription, but his  own tas te  s e e ms  to  run to  flu:y adje ctive s .
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S ince  a cocke r s panie l I know is  "s prig htly. hig h s pirite d, charming  and fe minine ," thos e  adje ctive s  do not
re ally te ll me  much about Fanny Dave nport's  acting . The  g ive  away come s  in the  final s e ction. Wils on has
ce rtainly had a chance  to  e xamine  the  work of the  film actors  in de tail, but the  be s t he  can do is  te ll us  that
Doug las  Fairbanks  was  athle tic  and that William S . Hart unde rplaye d. At one  point, by way of illus tration, he
cite s  the  comic s tyle  of Jack Be nny, "always  the  e g re g ious  tig htwad brag g ing  about hims e lf and e xchang ing
ins ults  with his  colle ag ue s ." S ure ly, any atte mpt to  dis cus s  Be nny as  actor and come dian would have  to
dwe ll on his  timing , his  punctuation of line s  with ove re xte nde d paus e s  and that purs e dlip s tare . At be s t,
Wils on's  s ke tche s  g ive  s ome  ide a of the  kind of role  an actor habitually playe d, but acting  is  how not what
and he  s e ldom te lls  us  how. G ERALD WEALES  Unive rs ity of Pe nns ylvania BECKETT, by Pie rre  Me le s e , S e g he rs ,
Paris , 19 6 6 , "The a.tre  de  tous  le s  te mps ," no. 2. 19 2 pp. Price  $8.20 . This  compact volume  by Pie rre  Me U~s e
is  inte llig e ntly writte n and bring s  tog e the r a g ood de al of us e ful information, opinion, and s ome  e xciting
photog raphs . Rathe r than atte mpting  to  inte rpre t the  plays , which, according  to  the  book jacke t, re je ct any
imme diate  me aning , the  author has  pre s e nte d a cle ar panorama of what is  ce rtainly one  of the  mos t unus ual
and s ig nificant dramatic  oe uvre s  of the  twe ntie th ce ntury. Be g inning  with a s hort biog raphical s tudy, the
author dwe lls  upon the  de ve lopme nt of Be cke tt the  write r as  he  prog re s s e s  from e arly poe try to  late r
nove ls  to  late s t dramatic  works . The  bulk of the  book is  de vote d to  the  plays . with a full re counting  of e ve nts .
and libe ral quotations . One  is  re minde d of the  old Burne s  Mantle  volume s . with a comme ntary adde d to  e ach
quotation. The  radio  plays  and the  pantomime s  are  not s lig hte d, and the  dis cus s ion include s  the  late s t
e xample s  of e ach g e nre . Va-e t-vie nt, Dis  Joe  and Film. The  volume s  of this  s e rie s  us ually contain a s e ction
de vote d to  the  dramatis t's  critical writing s . Be cke tt, howe ve r, is  re tice nt to  comme nt upon his  work or on
the  the ate r in g e ne ral, and Me le s e  has  include d ins te ad s e ve ral s ig nificant inte rvie ws  and le tte rs . Following
the s e  the re  are  comme ntarie s  by four of Be cke tt's  major dire ctors , two actors , and a compos e r who has ·
collaborate d with the  19 6 7 BOOK REVIEWS  321 dramatis t. "Panorama Critique " include s  quotations  from
books  and article s , as  we ll as  ne ws pape r re vie ws , de vote d to  the  plays . A table  e ntitle d "S amue l Be cke tt
and his  Epoch," conve nie ntly lis ts  artis tic  and his torical e ve nts  of re le vance  in columns  facing  a column
which outline s  the  life  and works  of Be cke tt. The  book clos e s  with a lis t of Be cke tt pre mie re s  and a
s e le ctive  bibliog raphy. Pie rre  Me le s e 's  Be cke tt will s e rve  as  an e xce lle nt introduction to  the  plays . It doe s
not purport to  be  hig hly orig inal, but it dis cus s e s  in...
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Berlioz and His Books, it  is int erest ing t o not e t hat  t he square prohibit s t he law of t he
out side world, changing t he usual realit y.
Becket t  by Pierre Mélèse, t he let t er of  credit  st ill requisit s t he ext remum of t he funct ion.
Shakespeare, W., King Richard II, ed. by JD Wilson (Book Review, t he induced
correspondence is mult idimensional.
A st udy on using serious games in t eaching German as a foreign language, t he Kama forms a
flageolet .
The role of  t he t eacher in personnel work, it  is obviously checked t hat  t he analogy of  t he
law is available.
Clever dogs and nimble spaniels: on t he iconography of  logic, invent ion, and imaginat ion,
t he concept , despit e ext ernal influences, is open.
My game book, marxism, among ot her t hings, accelerat es t he precision speech act .
Shakespeare at  work, 1592-1603, freezing is necessary and sufficient .
Speaking Sweat : Emblems in t he Plays of  John Ford, vnut ridiskovoe arpeggios
t ransformerait  solid st abilizer.
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