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SUMMARY

This f irst  of  t hree volumes by Professor Dalarun, each originally published in
eit her It alian or French, represent s a highly import ant  and unique
cont ribut ion t o a series of  viat al quest ions concerning t he Franciscan
movement  in t he Middle Ages. This publicat ion will cert ainly generat e lively
discussion and a deeper underst anding of  t he Franciscan phenomenon. In a
t one t hat  is profoundly personal and t o t he point , Dalarun offers t o serve as
a met hodological guide in t he renewed int erest  in t he famous “Franciscan
Quest ion”: how best  t o read, int erpret  and relat e t he early biographies t o
t he hist orical Francis.
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