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Abstract
Two years ago, Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas said that his government faced an
important choice on East Timor, which had become "like a sharp piece of gravel in our
shoes." Benedict Anderson, a leading specialist on Indonesia, took this to be one of many
signs of second thoughts: "Alatas doesn't spell out what the choice is," Anderson
commented, "but he's implying you should take your shoe off and get rid of the gravel.".
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