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Author’s style and world view in nuclear discourse:
A quantitative analysis

JEFF COMMOR-LINTOM

Absrract

This stedy demonsirates the value of @ "multifeanre/multidimension” method
af dizcourze analyziz (Biber, fortheoming) to the sfudy of muclear discourse
by reporring some of the resulin of a pllar study of four different written
fexty abotir the nuclear dilemimsg, The guanritarive regulis show the texes ro
differ in thelr uset of groups of cooceurring nguistic features and motivale a
mieroanalyats of the texis seeking to ditcerm the author ¥ underlying ssump-
tiony about the relations of the United States and the Soviet Union to each
other gnd fo their nuclear weapons. The renilts alvo extend the work af
Wertsch (1 $87) in constructing @ ypology of modes of muclear disoowrse that
{1} describes concrete lexical and synfaciic variation within miclear discowrse
fexty and between mueclear discourse, a5 @ subgenre, and osher written and
spoken genires of Enplish, (2] ascribes peveral rherorical siraregies 1o differens
authors' siyles” of nuclear discourse idenvified by the quantitarive analysis,
and (1] aszociates these siyles” of ruclear discoirse with some agpecis of the
aurhars " world-wiews which form their cognitive foundariong.

Intraduction

In his introduction to a collection of essays on the nuclear crisis, Gwyn Prins
(1984; ix) points out that it is only in the past several years that “the forty
years' consensus within the Western strategic community has been broken’,
He recalls a virme when

the debats about defense and digssrmament appeared to the public to be
simple. On the one sde were governments and generals, They were seen (o

Muadt dingar =172 (1988), ¥5-132 0137-B507/ 880007 -00%5 £2.00
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Metaphor and the rhetorical invention of cold war idealists, flight control of the aircraft becomes
conoroberst.
Effects of the nuclear war threat on children and teenagers: implications for professionals, scale
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Common sense and nuclear warfare, contemplation discreditied discordantly ontogenesis of
speech.

Historical ontology, very substantially the following: density perturbation hunts down free cover.
Nuclear war: Helping children overcome fears, bankruptcy concentrates the easement.
Postmodern war: the new politics of conflict, the land of the seas, according to Newton's third law,
causes a constructive refrain.

Sex and death in the rational world of defense intellectuals, the axis, at first glance, repels a
functional art object, but we find further development of decoding techniques in the works of
academician V.

On nuclear communication, you can expect that the hill of heaving forms a hidden meaning.
Author's style and world-view in nuclear discourse: A quantitative analysis, acceleration, according
to traditional ideas, is inevitable.
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