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SUMMARY

Ona March evening in 1964, ten-year-old Tom Horning awoke near
midnight to find his yard transformed. A tsunamitriggered by Alaska’s
momentous Good Friday earthquake had wreaked havoc in his Seaside,
Oregon, neighborhood. It was, as far as anyone knew, the Pacific
Northwest coast’s first-ever tsunami.

More than twenty years passed before geologists discovered that it was
neither Seaside’s first nor worst tsunami. In fact, massive tsunamis strike
the Pacific coast every few hundred years, triggered not by distant
temblors but by huge quakes less than one hundred miles off the
Northwest coast. Not untilthe late 1990s would scientists use evidence

like tree rings and centuries-old warehouse records from Japanto fix the
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