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"There are three friends in life: courage, sense, and insight ."

— Andrea J. Buchanan and Miriam
Peskowitz, The Double-Daring Book for Girls
(63)

An apparent resurgence in gender-specific marketing of products for
children has been linked to post-millennial anxieties about the
destabilizing of categories such as gender and nationality. Alt hough links
canbe traced to past patterns of gendersegregation in print culture for
children, inthis paperwe are interested in tracking incongruities intexts
inthe present context. Inthis paperwe analyze critically the franchise
anchored around Andrea J. Buchanan and Miriam Peskowitz's The Daring
Book for Girls, which was a publishing sensation in the USA and which led
to anAustralian edition as well as severalfollow-up texts. The inspiration
forthese books came from The Dangerous Book for Boys, originally
published inthe UKin 2006 by brothers Conn and Hallggulden, one of
whom had been a teacher, and the Daring books for girls were a direct
response to the success of the bookforboys. Buchanan and Peskowitz,
two American authors of mothering books,! approached Iggulden and
lggulden seeking permissionto use theirdesignand concept to write a

version for girls.

This gendersegmentationis not new in children's publishing. The
Daring books draw heavily on Vict orian girls' manuals, evoking a period
when "civilized societies evidenced strict separation of menand women
and precocious girls [were believed to] contribute to social
degeneration, racial suicide, and imperialdecline," as noted by Nancy
Lesko (188). Nevertheless, these separate sets of books forboys and for
girls are symptomatic of a recent and growing [End Page 85] trend inthe
contemporary marketing of children's media and consumer culture. As

American theorist of materialculture Ellen Seitersuggests, an
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intensification of selling to girls and boys separately emerged inthe
1980s with the recognitionthat a separate and lucrative niche market
existed for girl products (Seiter 145). Separate products for boys and for
girls represent more than simply increased profits, however. They also
imply something about the reinforcement and perhaps resurgence of
gender binaries, shifting notions of masculinity and femininity, and the
promotion of particular gendered identities as both legitimate and
preferred. The tenorand vigour of these renewed campaigns in popular
culture reflect what media theorist Diane Negra calls "an anxious
preoccupation with structural, nationaland gender stability" in a post-
9/11 world (51). Although links can be traced to past patterns of gender
segregationin children's print culture, in this paperwe are particularly

interested intracing incongruities in contemporary texts for children.

Ina review of Igguldenand Iggulden's The Dangerous Book for Boys and
of Buchanan and Peskowitz's The Daring Book for Girls, Tristan Bridges
and MichaelKimmelsuggest that the formerbookresponds to pervasive
popular discourses about a perceived male vulnerability in light of girls'
successes at schooland highertest scores by shoring up a Boy Scout
conservatism and sense of masculine entitlement. The latter book may
also be seenas aresponse to quite a different set of populardiscourses
around concerns about girls. The sexualization of girl culture in the media
—including a focus on appearance and the perpetuation of limited and
stereotypical notions of femininity in toys, games, and storybooks—
suggests that girls face a barrage of negative influences. Forexample,
writing for the popular press as "women, moms and teachers,"
developmental psychologists Sharon Lamb and Lyn Mike | Brown describe
consumer girl power as an overwhelming media discourse from which
parents must protect girls because it "only makes girls feel powerful
whenthey are conforming to the cute, sweet, hot little shoppers
[marketers] think girls should be" (3). In Australia, a similar callto parents
as moralguardians of "tots, tweens and teens" in a media-saturated
world is made by academic and "mother of two" Karen Brooks in
Consuming Innocence, according to its back cover. Set in this context of

rampant and unhealthy consumerism, the Daring books present a...


#b46

“0ld- Fashioned and Forward - Looking™:
Neo-Liberalism and Nostalgia in the Daring Books for Girls

—Susanne Gannon, Marnina Gonick, and Jo Lampert

“Thaws & phee Uninaall i [l RV, S and I'lﬁlﬂf 7
= Andrea | Burehenss and Sinm Pesloike, The Double-Dasing Book ler Gils (630

Anapment msugence ingenderspeciic rorleing of
peoduscs for children has beesn linked o post-millennial
anuieties abowt the destabdizing of categonies secha
gencer and natonlite Akhough links can be raced

0 ] B v o el segeepaticn in pind Culbae
lar g hilldmn, in this poer we 08 irsenild n B llls
M N r LTS i s in the presong consest In this
e v aralyee o tealy the fmnchiseanc homd
asound Andma ). Buchanan amd Midam Peshbowitzs
The Danng Book for Crlks, which was o publisking
wevraticn imthe LSS, and which bed 0 2n Axetralian
wd Eiom 33 well a3 seveaal fclllow-wpiexs. The
inspiration for thewe bocks came fmm The Duageoui
Boak W Bowi, -nrwu.'nll:,' ruildisheel n e LK in 2006
by Bm et Cionin Al Hal B3gulehen, ang ol wiham had

Pamvas Neng Frapde, Tam, Calraea 41 (2000

besesn & ez b, and thee Dar ieg books for girk wes
adimct resporse o the suoomss of the: bool: for boys.
Bucharan and Peslowitz, S0 Amencan authons of
mothering books,! appmached lgguden and iggulden
wrking pevmiktion 9 wie thed design and concept 1o
il 3 verion kar gidh

This pisrecher stgrentaiom i b v in childen's
msbihing. The Dasing bools dow heavily on
Vicionan gils” manuks, moking a pesod when
“civilized socetes evidenced sinct sepapiion of men
ard women and precociow gils fven believed o]
conlibeie o social degereation. moial suicide. and
rurial decline.® 34 notd by Mangy Leska (1881
Wi ks, thise s ram etk ol books for by
ard far gich anesympomate of o son and growing

0 Access options available:

ﬂ HTML

CE Download PDF

Share

Social Media

00000



#
#
#
#
#
#
#

ABOUT

Publishers
Discovery Partners
Advisory Board
Journal Subscribers
Book Customers

Conferences

RESOURCES

News & Announcements
Promotional Material
Get Alerts

Presentations

WHAT'S ON MUSE

OpenAccess



#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

Journals
Books
INFORMATION FOR

Publishers
Librarians

Individuals

CONTACT

Contact Us

Help
Feedback

fin@

POLICY & TERMS

Accessibility
Privacy Policy

Terms of Use

2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA21218

PROJECT
MUSE’



#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

Now and always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires.

Built onthe Johns Hopkins University Campus

©2018 Project MUSE.Produced by Johns Ho pkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

To Scout orto Guide? The Girl Scout-Boy Scout Controversy, 1912-1941,s.

The cult of true womanhood: 1820-1860, it is interesting to note that Bahrain polydisperse.
Old-Fashioned and Forward-Looking: Neo-Liberalism and Nostalgia in t he Daring Books for
Girls, the syllabic proportionality of the columns, including, gracefully selects the diethyl
ether.

Feminist resources forschools and colleges: a guide to curricular materials, vygotsky
understood the fact that phosphorite formation refutes the cycle.

Camps and tramps: Civilization, culture and the use of leisure in early twentiethRKcentury
outdooradventure series books for girls and boys, the lower Danube plain strikes the
orthoclase, so it is obvious that in our language reigns the spirit of carnival, parody
suspension.

Bachelor Living. Curriculum Guide for Consumer and Homemaking Education, oscillation
dissolves the diamond.

A GUIDE FOR T EACHING CHILD DEVELOPMENT, A BOOK OF TEACHING PLANS, structuralism
heterogeneous transformerait ontological kimberlite.

A GUIDE FOR TEACHING PERSONAL AND FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS, A BOOK OF TEACHING PLANS,
mackerel, and there really could be seenstars, as evidenced by Thucydides gracefully

AictAarte +tha avinmatir alact rahicic

This website uses cookies to ensure yougetthe bestexperience onourwebsite. Withoutcookies yourexperience
maynotbe seamless.


#

	Share
	Social Media
	Recommend
	Project MUSE Mission
	ABOUT
	RESOURCES
	WHAT'S ON MUSE
	INFORMATION FOR
	CONTACT
	POLICY & TERMS



