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"There are t hree friends in life: courage, sense, and insight ."

— Andrea J. Buchanan and Miriam
Peskowitz, The Double-Daring Book for Girls

(63)

An apparent  resurgence in gender-specific market ing of  product s for
children has been linked t o post -millennial anxiet ies about  t he
dest abilizing of  cat egories such as gender and nat ionalit y. Alt hough links
can be t raced t o past  pat t erns of  gender segregat ion in print  cult ure for
children, in t his paper we are int erest ed in t racking incongruit ies in t ext s
in t he present  cont ext . In t his paper we analyze crit ically t he franchise
anchored around Andrea J. Buchanan and Miriam Peskowit z's The Daring
Book for Girls, which was a publishing sensat ion in t he USA and which led
t o an Aust ralian edit ion as well as several follow-up t ext s. The inspirat ion
for t hese books came from The Dangerous Book for Boys, originally
published in t he UK in 2006 by brot hers Conn and Hal Iggulden, one of
whom had been a t eacher, and t he Daring books for girls were a direct
response t o t he success of  t he book for boys. Buchanan and Peskowit z,
t wo American aut hors of  mot hering books,  approached Iggulden and
Iggulden seeking permission t o use t heir design and concept  t o writ e a
version for girls.

This gender segment at ion is not  new in children's publishing. The
Daring books draw heavily on Vict orian girls' manuals, evoking a period
when "civilized societ ies evidenced st rict  separat ion of  men and women
and precocious girls [were believed t o] cont ribut e t o social
degenerat ion, racial suicide, and imperial decline," as not ed by Nancy
Lesko (188). Nevert heless, t hese separat e set s of  books for boys and for
girls are sympt omat ic of  a recent  and growing [End Page 85] t rend in t he
cont emporary market ing of  children's media and consumer cult ure. As
American t heorist  of  mat erial cult ure Ellen Seit er suggest s, an
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int ensif icat ion of  selling t o girls and boys separat ely emerged in t he
1980s wit h t he recognit ion t hat  a separat e and lucrat ive niche market
exist ed for girl product s (Seit er 145). Separat e product s for boys and for
girls represent  more t han simply increased profit s, however. They also
imply somet hing about  t he reinforcement  and perhaps resurgence of
gender binaries, shi ing not ions of  masculinit y and femininit y, and t he
promot ion of  part icular gendered ident it ies as bot h legit imat e and
preferred. The t enor and vigour of  t hese renewed campaigns in popular
cult ure reflect  what  media t heorist  Diane Negra calls "an anxious
preoccupat ion wit h st ruct ural, nat ional and gender st abilit y" in a post -
9/11 world (51). Alt hough links can be t raced t o past  pat t erns of  gender
segregat ion in children's print  cult ure, in t his paper we are part icularly
int erest ed in t racing incongruit ies in cont emporary t ext s for children.

In a review of Iggulden and Iggulden's The Dangerous Book for Boys and
of Buchanan and Peskowit z's The Daring Book for Girls, Trist an Bridges
and Michael Kimmel suggest  t hat  t he former book responds t o pervasive
popular discourses about  a perceived male vulnerabilit y in light  of  girls'
successes at  school and higher t est  scores by shoring up a Boy Scout
conservat ism and sense of  masculine ent it lement . The lat t er book may
also be seen as a response t o quit e a di erent  set  of  popular discourses
around concerns about  girls. The sexualizat ion of  girl cult ure in t he media
—including a focus on appearance and t he perpet uat ion of  limit ed and
st ereot ypical not ions of  femininit y in t oys, games, and st orybooks—
suggest s t hat  girls face a barrage of  negat ive influences. For example,
writ ing for t he popular press as "women, moms and t eachers,"
development al psychologist s Sharon Lamb and Lyn Mikel Brown describe
consumer girl power as an overwhelming media discourse from which
parent s must  prot ect  girls because it  "only makes girls feel powerful
when t hey are conforming t o t he cut e, sweet , hot  lit t le shoppers
[market ers] t hink girls should be" (3). In Aust ralia, a similar call t o parent s
as moral guardians of  "t ot s, t weens and t eens" in a media-sat urat ed
world is made by academic and "mot her of  t wo" Karen Brooks in
Consuming Innocence, according t o it s back cover. Set  in t his cont ext  of
rampant  and unhealt hy consumerism, t he Daring books present  a...
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