
The importance of morphological awareness
in Korean-English biliteracy acquisition.

Contemporary Educational Psychology
Volume 34, Issue 2, April 2009, Pages 132-142

The importance of morphological awareness in Koreanâ€“English
biliteracy acquisit ion
Min Wang  … Jaeho Choi

Sh o w m o reSh o w m o re

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cedpsych.2008.12.002

Get rights and content

Abstract

This study examined the importance of morphological awareness in Koreanâ€“English
biliteracy acquisition. English is an opaque orthographic system, in which letters and
sounds have indirect correspondences. Korean Hangul, on the other hand, is a
transparent orthographic system where there are direct letter-sound correspondences.
Sixty-five children from Grades 2 to 4 were tested on a set of comparable Korean and
English tasks tapping into oral vocabulary, phonemic awareness, morphological
awareness, real word reading, and passage reading comprehension. Results showed that
morphological awareness explained a significant amount of variance in word reading and
reading comprehension within both Korean Hangul and English, suggesting that
morphological awareness is important not only in an opaque orthography but also in a
transparent orthography. Furthermore, morphological awareness in one language
uniquely predicted a significant amount of variance in reading real words in the other
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language, suggesting that morphological awareness facilitates word reading across
different orthographies.
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