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Abstract
T he bases of electoral choice vary. Citizens differ in their ability to reason and make up
their minds in different ways. Hong Kong appears to be the most likely case for the idea
of cognitive mobilization, because of the the absence of socio-economic mobilization,
the paucity of political mobilization, the novelty of partisanship, the high level of
education, and the prosperous and easily accessible mass media. Findings on the
legislative election in 1998, however, show that partisan attachment remains a powerful
factor in electoral choice. Still, political information is more important as it broadens the
basis of electoral choice. Specifically, the less-informed voters voted for the Democratic
Party (DP) solely on the basis of partisan attachment. In comparison, the vote of the
better-informed voters was broadly based, with evaluative factors overtaking
partisanship in importance. T his paper provides a contribution to the understanding of

constrained elections in a partial democracy.
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â˜†

This paper is based on a research project entitled â€œThe Legislative Council Elections in 1998â€
under the auspices of the Political Development Programme of the Hong Kong Institute of
Asiaâ€“Pacific Studies at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. The project is also part of a multinational research, the Comparative National Elections Project (CNEP II) involving teams from
Bulgaria, Chile, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Spain, United Kingdom, Uruguay, and the
United States.
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