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In lieu of  an abst ract , here is a brief  excerpt  of  t he cont ent :

Ce ns ors  as  Critics : To Kill a Mocking bird as  A Cas e  S tudy by Jill P. May Ce ns ors  in the  Unite d S tate s  have
traditionally had proble ms  whe n e valuating  the  me rits  of re alis tic  fiction. The ir inability to  de al with anothe r
pe rs on's  inte rpre tation of re al life  is s ue s  has  caus e d the m to ban s uch dive rs e  authors  as  Judy Blume ,
Robe rt Cormie r, and Marie  Twain. O8e n the ir accus ations  conce ntrate  on lang uag e , racial g roups , s e xual
s ce ne s , anti-e s tabls hme nt attitude s  which the y de e m s ome how "un-Ame rican." The s e  pe ople  do not de ny
an author's  ability to  te l a s tory. Ins te ad, the y wis h to  s uppre s s  cultural inte rpre tations  which the y fe e l are
harmful to  "the  moral fibe r of Ame rica." The  "critical" care e r of To Kill a Mocking bird is  a late  twe ntie th ce ntury
cas e  s tudy of how s uch ce ns ors hip works  in young  adult lite rature . Whe n Harpe r Le e 's  nove l about a s maR
S outhe rn town and its  pre judice s  was  publis he d in 19 6 0  it re ce ive d favorable  critic is m in profe s s ional
journals  and the  popular pre s s . Thus , thoug h Booklis t's  re vie we r calle d the  book "me lodramatic" and note d
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"trace s  of s e rmoniz ing ", Booklis t re comme nde d it for library purchas e , comme nding  its  "rare  ble nd of wit
and compas s ion" (S e pte mbe r 19 6 0 : 23). The  e arly re vie ws  did not s ug g e s t that the  book was  young  adult
lite rature  or that it be long e d in adole s ce nt coRe ctions . And s o the ir dis cus s ions  ne ve r s ug g e s te d that the
book had s trong  lang uag e  or unus ual viole nce  which was  be yond the  s cope  of a young  re ade r. Ins te ad, the y
prais e d To Kill a Mocking bird as  a worthwhile  Inte rpre tation of the  S outh's  the n e xis ting  s ocial s tructure s . In
19 6 1 the  book won the  Pulitz e r Priz e  Award, the  Alabama Library As s ociation Book Award, and the
Brothe rhood Award of the  National Confe re nce  of Chris tians  and Je ws . It s e e me d that Harpe r Le e 's  ble nd of
family his tory, local cus tom, and re s traine d s e rmoniz ing  was  important re ading . S ince  the  narrator was  an
adult re me mbe ring  e ve nts  that happe ne d whe n s he  was  a young  g irl be twe e n the  ag e s  of s ix and nine , To Kill
a Mocking bird rapidly move d into Junior and s e nior hig h s chool librarie s  and clas s rooms . By the  mid-s ixtie s
To Kill a Mocking bird had a s olid place  in junior and s e nior hig h s chool Ame rican lite rature  s tudie s . Howe ve r,
once  its  us e  was  dis cove re d by S outhe rn pare nts , its  s oHd place  in the  curriculum me t with s trong
dis approval. S poradic  laws uits  aros e . In mos t e arly cas e s , the  complaint ag ains t To Kl a Mocking bird was
voice d by cons e rvative s . Probably the y we re  obje cting  to  the  s tory's  candid portrayal of S outhe rn white
attitude s . This  was  not the  is s ue  typically rais e d, howe ve r. Ins te ad, ce ns ors  critic iz e d the  book in g e ne ral
te rms , obje cting  to  the  us e  of profanity, s e x s ce ne s , and immorality. In Hanove r County, Virg inia, for ins tance ,
the  S chool Board de clare d the  book "immoral" and s oug ht to  have  ht re move d from county pubic  s chools .
Whe n the  ruckus  s urface d with national ne ws  cove rag e , the  S chool Board withdre w its  critic is m, claiming
that the  incide nt "was  all a mis take " (Ne ws le tte r on inte lle ctual Fre e dom. March 19 6 6 : 16 ). To the s e  e arly
ce ns ors  the  proble m with Harpe r Le e 's  book re s te d in its  e ntire  immorality. If one  looks  at the ir c laims , the
ce ns ors  s e e m to be  accurate ly as s e s s ing  the  book. Inde e d, e ve ry major ce ns or's  obje ction-that the  book
containe d profanity, that the  black/white  re lations hips  de picte d implie d that white  big otry was  wide s pre ad
in the  s outh, that re lig ious  hypocris y was  s ug g e s te d, that a rape  cas e  was  e xplcitiy de taile d, and that the re
we re  s e ve ral viole nt s ce ne s  throug hout the  s tory-can be  corroborate d. The  s ce ne s  which Harpe r Le e  chos e
to picture  are  not one s  of care fre e  childhood. Eve n the  playful activitie s  of the  ChHdre n are  not totally
innoce nt. O8e n Le e  s hows  the  chHdre n bus y trying  to  de ce ive  or de fy adult authority. In the  e nd, howe ve r,
the s e  e arly ce ns ors  we re  re luctant to  de al le g aly with the  re al is s ue s  which conce rne d the m. To
cons e rvative  S outhe rne rs  it s e e me d s marte r to  labe l the  book and hope  it would dis appe ar from the
s chools  than to  le g aly confront the  is s ue s  rais e d in Harpe r Le e 's  narrative . And s o the  book s tood up
ag ains t this  firs t ons laug ht of critic is m, without facing  a major fig ht in the  U.S . court s ys te m. The  s e cond
round of critic is m s urface d in the  late  s e ve ntie s  and e arly e ig htie s . This  time  the  ce ns ors  came  from...
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