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Abstract
The public's fascination with freemasonry seems endless. Freemasons are variously believed

to be members of a mysterious brotherhood of enormous influence, a secret society believed

to have its roots in the order of the Knights Templar or the Egyptian pyramids and a sect

involved in sacrilegious rites. Most will know of the periodic attacks upon freemasonry -

claims that it is a secret society of men who conspire to help each other against the rest of the

world, that they recognise each other by secret signs and then extend favours, even though

this may be in conflict with their public duties - and the response of freemasons that their

overriding duty is to obey the law. Their meetings, at which the rich symbolism of

freemasonry is displayed in the course of the ceremonies, which are inspiring rituals to their

members, may seem to be silly nonsense and play-acting to laymen. Freemasonry was one of

the earliest social institutions to appear in Auckland and its members were active and
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