Competition, race, and professionalization:
African healers and white medical
practitioners in Natal, South Africa in the early
twentieth century.

  

Article Navigation

Competition, Race, and Professionalization:
African Healers and White Medical Practitioners
in Natal, South Africa in the Early Twentieth
Century
KAREN FLINT
Social History of Medicine, Volume 14, Issue 2, 1 August 2001, Pages 199–221,
https://doi.org/10.1093/shm/14.2.199
Published: 01 August 2001
Cite

Permissions

Share


Email Twitter Facebook

SUMMARY

The licensing of African healers in the p rovince of Natal, South Africa
combined with urbanization, medical commodification, and an overcrowded
biomedical market led to ideological and commercial comp etition between
White biomedical p ractitioners and African healers in the early twentieth
century in southeastern Africa. This article examines the historical
antecedents of this comp etition and focuses on the role that comp etition,
race, and gender p layed in the construction of local biomedical and African
ideas of medical authority. Adop ting the idea that medicine is an imp ortant
site of p ower, contestation, and cultural exchange, I aim not only to
document these historical changes in African therap eutics, but to
p roblematize current ideas of biomedicine's colonial hegemony.
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