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SUMMARY

Congress Versus the Supreme Court, 1957–1960 was f irst  published in 1961.
Minnesot a Archive Edit ions uses digit al t echnology t o make long-
unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unalt ered
from t he original Universit y of  Minnesot a Press edit ions.

This is an account  of  t he e ort  made in t he last  t wo sessions of  Congress
t o curb t he Supreme Court  because of  cert ain liberal decisions of  t he
Court , and an analysis of  t he reasons for t he congressional failure. Many
t imes in hist ory Congress has object ed t o Court  decisions and has t ried
t o ret aliat e against  t he Court . The most  recent  period of  di icult y t races
back t o t he Court 's school segregat ion decisions in 1954, but  not  unt il
t he Court  t ook a liberal line in cert ain nat ional securit y cases in 1956 and
1957 was an organized e ort  made in Congress t o at t ack it . Professor
Prit chet t  analyzes t he specif ic decisions which aroused congressional
concern and reviews t he met hods by which t heir reversal was sought . The
failure of  t his e ort  t o curb t he Court  is import ant  t o an underst anding of
t he role of  t he Supreme Court  in t he American government al syst em.
This book is an expansion of  t he Guy St ant on Ford lect ures given by Mr.
Prit chet t  at  t he Universit y of  Minnesot a.
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Project  MUSE promot es t he creat ion and disseminat ion of  essent ial humanit ies and
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