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Anyone who's ever come a lit t le t oo close t o a prot ect ive squirrel's
t errit ory knows t he verbal abuse t hat  t he crit t ers can heap upon
t respassers. A champion at  t he pract ice is Ol' Mama Squirrel, who has
successfully chased dangerous predat ors (and kit es, and airplanes) away
from many lit t ers of  kit s. She may only be t he size (and, wit h her
rect angular body, roughly t he shape) of  a loaf of  bread, but  she's a full-on
ferocious mama bear when it  comes t o prot ect ing her babies: "No one
could scold like Ol' Mama Squirrel. The cat  or owl t hat  ran afoul of  her
would slink o=, looking for some easier meal."

When she faces a real grizzly bear looking for a snack, t hat
prot ect iveness kicks int o overdrive. Ol' Mama Squirrel t hreat ens t he bear
for all she's wort h, "Chook-chook-chook"-ing at  him while brandishing
st icks and leaves and pummeling him wit h last  year's nut  harvest . Not
det erred by her courageous display of  mot herly love, t he bear is only
heart ily amused, and he t hreat ens t o eat  her ent ire family. Wit h a clarion
cry of  "Not  on my wat ch, bust er!", Ol' Mama Squirrel scoops up her kit s
and calls in t he reinforcement s: "'Chook, chook, chook!' said Ol' Mama
Squirrel. 'Chook, chook, chook!' said t went y ot her mama squirrels. 'Chook,
chook, chook!' said one hundred more mama squirrels." The band of mad
mama squirrels proves t hat  t here is indeed st rengt h in numbers, and
t hey successfully chase o= t he bear for good. Even t he people of  t he
t own are grat eful t o Ol' Mama Squirrel for ridding t he place of  t he pesky
ursine usurper, and t hey honor her wit h a plaque commemorat ing t he
event : "If  you're ever in t own, you should go see it  . . . Chook, chook,
chook! . . . if  you can get  anywhere near it ."

This is bot h an amusing ode t o t he st rengt h of  mat ernal love and an
a=ect ionat e depict ion of  t he small but  sassy squirrel, and mamas
everywhere will appreciat e Ol' Mama Squirrel's of  mot herly prot ect ion.
Kids will be t ickled by Ol' Mama Squirrel's equal-opport unit y scolding of
not  only animal predat ors but  also kit es, airplanes, and human t ree-
t rimmers, and by her alt ernat ely "t hreat ening" and t riumphant  post uring
as de@ly depict ed in St ein's illust rat ions. Young list eners will also enjoy



chiming in on repeat ed phrases (such as Ol' Mama Squirrel's dismissive
"And t hat  t akes care of  t hat " a@er she rout s each pot ent ial foe), and
t hey will happily join in on t he "chook, chook, chook" of  t he squirrels'
scolding. Bot h St ein's t ext  and illust rat ions emphasize t he humor of  t he
st ory: a scolded dog making a hast y exit  cries out , "This squirrel is crazy!
They must  put  crazy powder in t he nut s around here! HELP!," while t he
spread in which t he wide-eyed bear runs for his life as legions of  angry
squirrel mot hers rocket  t hrough t he sky t owards him is part icularly
hilarious. [End Page 4 09]

The art  is perhaps t he most  appealing part  in t his appealing t it le. The
boxy-shaped squirrels are bot h adorable and comical, t heir t eeny waving
limbs conveying t he t wit chy-even-when-st ill nat ure of  t he crit t ers. The
casual, at t ract ive illust rat ions, done primarily in shades of  yellow-greens,
browns, and grays, were rendered by a process in which out lines were
drawn wit h a pencil dipped in ink, t hen copied ont o wat ercolor paper, at
which point  wat ercolor paint  and crayon were applied. St ein is part icularly
gi@ed at  creat ing e=ect ive and funny composit ions, looking down on t he
bear from t he nest 's vant age point , or sideways at  t he leaping flock of
vengeful mama squirrels; lively circled vignet t es add energy t o several
spreads. The cont rast  bet ween Ol' Mama Squirrel's f ierce expressions
and post ures and her diminut ive size, t iny limbs, big pink nose, and flu=y
t ail make viewers want  t o bot h chuckle at  her and cheer for her. The
squirrel kit s, t hough in a support ing role, also manage t o provide some
levit y as well, using t he hoarded nut s as playt hings (one mischievously
t ries...
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