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Abstract

Henry James dramatized his story "Daisy Miller" as Daisy Miller: AComedy (1882), but the playhas neverbeen
produced. Published (1883),itreceived mostly negative reviews butdid, according to publishers'records,
achieve modestsales and royalties overthe next thirtyyears. Reviewers and critics have attributed its flaws
mainly to James's infatuation with the French well-made play. Elevenotheradaptations ofthe storyforradio,
TV, film, and stage, 1934-2005, by Allen, Bogdanovich, Greene, Keller,and others, have fared bettercritically,
but none has supplanted the original. Although essentially literary, James's "Daisy Miller" has proved

insiste ntly dramatic.
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The “Interminable
Dramatic Daisy Miller™

By William Wonman,
Miami University

Although Henry Jamsess oam dramatization of = Dasy Miller™ was never seaged,
received generally negative reviews upon publicaton, and has areracted liedle posivive
critical atemmion, it did in Bt achiove a degree of sucorss. The play garnered several
Bavorable reviews and commsents when it was published, has bad a surpreingly long
and profitable lile in pring, and soems o have bad sone prosence in reiders” minds,
ar least as bite as 191 R Theatrically usuoosshul though Jansess play was, it has ag-
eracied readers, and his siory ime i has confinued to anracs draneitizations for stage,
screen, radio, and eelevision, *Daisy Miller™—the “inermnabk dranorc Daisy
Milker™ as be self-deprecatingly decrbed its three-part serialization in the Aflotic
(CM Bl p—szems to be inberently dramatic i ways worth exploring here,

Autbarship

Jamees's purmal and lemers of 1882and 1883 chronick the composinion, Eilure
w0 winn production, and publicstion of Daisy Miller. In Deconber 1882 be declared
hinself resdy vo write plays, and living in Boston just after his mother's death be
wrote Diaizy Miller but Bailed vo fnd 3 prodecer in Mew York or Bosron. He did
read it o Mra kabells Gardner in ber Boston bome on two separate evenings o rhe
spring. On his return w London in May and then dhroughout the vear be conninwed
o seek production, kiving had cighteencopis prinded by Macnillan in Jaly (DM ),
perhaps the betver ro shop i o prodecers. He offered it o the Century but then in
the spring of 1883 had ir published in the Asbpetic (DM 2), folowed by book pub-
lication in mid- 1883 by James R, Osgood (DM 3) atter Howghton, Mifflin declined
it. Following Osgoods May 18ES hankmupicy Brst Ticknor and then Houghion,
Miflo contnued fo issue the play, the bitter printing sddgional copies and keeping
if i prnt info the 1920s,

In furning his story info o theee-act phiy, James added multiple plos and addi-
tioml characers, oreated humorous stage busmes, emsoved M, Costello’s digniey
and made her a pompows Rgure of fun, and moved Mrs. Miller offstage entirely. The
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examples given, timely executes the equilibrium object.
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