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Abstract

An answer to the question of animal awareness depends on evidence, not intuition,
anecdote, or debate. This paper examines some of the problems inherent in an analysis
of animal awareness, and whether animals might be aware of being aware is offered as a
more meaningful distinction. A framework is presented which can be used to make a
determination about the extent to which other species have experiences similar to ours
based on their ability to make inferences and attributions about mental states in others.
The evidence from both humans and animals is consistent with the idea that the capacity
to use experience to infer the experience of others is a byproduct of self-awareness.
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