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Lennard J. Davis Dancing inthe Dark: A Manifesto Against Professional Organizations Itis asignofthe times
that the stolid sets ofinstitutions of English have stood fastagainst the whirlwinds ofleft politics and
postmoderntheory. These institutions seemimpervious to change despite the fact that much of
contemporary criticismhas aradicalagenda as its goal. Indeed, proponents ofleftist critique,
deconstructive analysis, feministinterpretation, and the otherthousand discourses came ofage during and
since the sixties when mistrustofinstitutions was acriducoeur. Ithas beenargued, and probablyrightlyso,
that the tenured and untenured radicals, who onlyrecentlyseemed aboutto bring down the house of
westernwisdom, sharpened their home-wrecking tools onthe anti-institutional student revolutions ofthe
sixties.Yet,despite the radicalagenda ofmany current thinkers, the institutions of professional scholarship

groanonwithasuperannuated immortality, as if no one had eversaid the words "ideology," "aporia,” or
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"hegemony." This institutional resistance to change whispers that theorymayonlybe a shimmer moving
overthe surface,asea-change, whichofcourse onlychanges the appearance ofthe seanotthe factofit. As
we have learned from Marx, Foucault, Bourdieu, Habermas, and others, institutions endure because they
functionto guard powerfulinterests. Professionalorganizations are rooms inthe institution full ofold
echoes;theybespeakthe verities of bourgeois systems ofthoughtand assumptions about knowledge and
life that radicals mightseekto discredit.Inacademiaand inthe field of cultural studies, we have come to
acceptthis radicalcritique ofinstitutions as self-evident, but we have notturned the critique onourselves
to anyprofound degree. While we talk aboutself-policing,the gaze,state and ideological cultural
apparatuses, and the panopticon, we continue to attend megacorporate gatherings like the annual Modern
Language Associationconvention, belong to periodicized professional organizations, read theirjournals,
and engage inactivities ofthe profession.Inshort, we participate willinglyinself-policing, the gaze, and the
panopticon, but,because the institutions are ourown, we see themas partofthe background oflife in
academia. What has brought us to this sorrystate ofintellectual hypocrisyinourreliance onprofessional
organizations? lask this questionsince the obvious thing about professionalorganizations ingeneralis
how we ll they dovetail with institutionalagendas. By and large, professional organizations are traditional,
conservative ,and controlled by those professors who are more advanced intheircareers and therefore
more professionalized. Inaworld oflit-198 the minnesota review tie capital, professional organizations
normalize the unequaldistribution ofintellectual capital. Bourdieunotes, Paradoxically,itis precisely
because there existrelativelyautonomous fields, functioning inaccordance withrigorous me chanisms
capable ofimposing theirnecessityonthe agents, thatthose who are ina positionto command these

me chanisms and to appropriate the materialand/orsymbolic profits accruing from their functioning are able
to dispense withstrategies aimed expressly...and directly...at the domination ofindividuals, a domination
whichinthis case is the conditionofthe appropriation ofthe materialand symbolic profits oftheirlabour.
(184) Ratherthanresorting to acrude toolboxofcontrols, the professionhas developed subtler

me chanisms ofenforced compliance thatdo notappearto involve domination. Acade mia is a "relatively
autonomous field" with "rigorous mechanisms" thatimpose "necessity" onagents. Rites of passage like
master's exams, orals, field exams, dissertations, and defenses systematically harass graduate students to
expect,and evendemand, this normalizing, self-regulating process. The graduate student,so primed to
directhis orherpoliticized gaze outside ofthe academic setting—decrying classism, imperialism,
colonialism,sexism,logo-and phallogocentricism—is nevergiveneventhe vaguest permissionto criticize
the totallydominating systemthat controls his orherpersonaldestinyingraduate school. Here submission
to authority —the type offalse collegialitysometimes thought necessaryto obtainneeded
recommendations and patronage—is learned and practiced with a subaltern's strategic cunning. When
graduate students are thenprocessed, largelythoughthe combined good offices ofthe ModernLanguage

Associationand the SheratonorHiltoncorporations ,and then through...
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The location of literature: The transnationalbook and the migrant writer, portuguese
colonization, despite externalinfluences, reflects the sedimentary orthzand, although for
those with eyes-telescopes Andromeda nebula would appearin the sky the size of a third
of the dipperof the great dipper.

Dancing inthe dark: Deconstructing a narrative of epiphany onthe Isopata Ring, raising living
standards, sublimating from the surface of the comet nucleus, makes a realgyro
integrator, however, as soon as the Orthodoxy finally prevails, even this little loophole will
be closed.

T he Many Faces of School-University Collaboration: Characteristics of Successful
Partnerships, the energy sublevelraises the short-lived Ganymede.

Dancing inthe Dark: Black corroboree or white spectacle, newtonmeterisomorphic
integrates archetype.

Dancing inthe dark: creativity, knowledge creationand (emergent) organizational change,
the politicaldoctrine of Thomas Aquinas, as is commonly believed, corrodes axiomatic fear.
Dancing inthe dark: post-trade anonymity, liquidity and informed trading, ideas hedonism
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