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galle ys  R Gr. 5–7

Twelve-year-old Abbey Force is feeling “meaner t han a st epped-on-
rat t lesnake,” and she’s got  good reason: last  year, her lawyer fat her had
an accident  and fell int o a coma, and since t hen he’s been accused of
st ealing from one of  his wealt hiest  client s, forcing t he sale of  Abbey’s
childhood home, Reward Plant at ion, and t he relocat ion of  Abbey t o t he
house of  her abusive uncle. Her only joy now t hat  school’s let  out  is her job
t aking care of  Reward’s horses, and it ’s at  t he st ables t hat  Abbey meet s
Bee, t he daught er of  Reward’s newest  owner. A er a bit  of
awkwardness, t he girls become fast  friends, and t heir a ernoon
advent ures on t he plant at ion’s est at e lead t o a few key discoveries:
f irst , t here’s somet hing suspicious going on down at  Felony Bay, which is
t echnically part  of  Reward, and second, it  may have somet hing t o do wit h
Abbey’s uncle, her dad’s shady business part ner, and t he accident  t hat
maybe [End Page 4 84 ] wasn’t  an accident  a er all. Wonderfully invent ive
colloquialisms and t rue Sout hern sass mark Abbey’s narrat ion, and she’s
impossible not  t o like, even when she’s being a bit  t oo precocious for her
own good. The bad guys are apparent  from t he beginning, but  it ’s
puzzling out  how t hey f it  t oget her and what  exact ly t heir scheme is t hat
will keep readers t urning t he pages. A charact er in it self, t he Sout h
Carolina set t ing is fully realized wit h t he danger and beaut y of  it s
swampy backwoods a fact or in every chapt er. Fut ure fans of  Grisham will
f ind t his immensely sat isfying, as will readers who were enchant ed by
Turnage’s Three Times Lucky (BCCB 7/12).
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