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Twelve-year-old Abbey Force is feeling “meanerthanastepped-on-
rattlesnake,” and she’s got good reason: last year, herlawyer father had
anaccident and fellinto a coma, and since then he’s been accused of
stealing from one of his wealthiest clients, forcing the sale of Abbey’s
childhood home, Reward Plantation, and the relocation of Abbeyto the
house of herabusive uncle. Her only joy now that school’s let out is her job
taking care of Reward’s horses, and it’s at the stables that Abbey meets
Bee, the daughterof Reward’s newest owner. After a bit of
awkwardness, the girls become fast friends, and their afternoon
adventures onthe plantation’s estate lead to afew key discoveries:
first, there’s something suspicious going on down at Felony Bay, which is
technically part of Reward, and second, it may have something to do with
Abbey’s uncle, her dad’s shady business partner, and the accident that
maybe [End Page 484 ] wasn’t an accident afterall Wonderfully inventive
colloquialisms and true Southern sass mark Abbey’s narration, and she’s
impossible not to like, even when she’s being a bit too precocious for her
own good. The bad guys are apparent from the beginning, but it’s
puzzling out how theyfit togetherand what exactly theirscheme is that
will keep readers turning the pages. A characterinitself, the South
Carolina setting is fully realized with the dangerand beauty of its
swampy backwoods a factorin every chapter. Future fans of Grisham will
find this immensely satisfying, as will readers who were enchanted by
Turnage’s Three Times Lucky (BCCB 7/12).
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anmile, and the dark “never bothered him again.” This s an offbeat—and spookily
ﬂnqﬁdn—wﬂn:hhhtdtﬁ::hﬂ:,mlh:cﬂiwm ldﬂhg:ﬁrrl
mm&mhmﬂmmnrﬁl Bashlight beam, shrouded around the

blachnem, allows bor a pleasanady bail of suspense chat
iz then -:h:rlrd:hnlby the surp e I:-:ru'dzr:r::rl'rﬂu &Tﬂlm dlighithy
retro gouache and digital are i attractnve, muted tones & a perfect match for the
text, with the diminut ve Lasdo, cad in blue footic pajamas, a Aine foil for all the
matte black space hurking i doorways and behind cartains; shamp-eyad viewers
will note the absence of Laolo's over-present Hashlight at books end, once he's
made peace with the dark. Kids comibrrable with delicious shivers will find chis
an enjovable thrill. |H

Teacuw, Mank, ad.  The Three Lisle Pigs and the Sowees bt Baed Wolf wramen and
illus, by Mark Teague. Owchand/Scholastic, 2013 [48p]

ISBN 978-0-430-91501-4 $16.99
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In Teague’s vemion of t his classic take, a farm's thiee pigs are evicted when the farm's
ownern deckde to move to Horkda and keave them with a stipend for thewr services
ta the farm. ['referring to spend their money on potato chips and “sody-pop,” the
first :Hﬂmﬂdp’h il ehair honssen out of Bumiliar seraw and sticks, rapectively
keaving therr companion to build abeautihul brick howse, complete with a vegetable
garden. When the “very hungry and somewhar bad™ wolf arrives on the some . . .
wdl, the rest i hisory. This vemion ramains faith ful to tradition but adds a bitof
extra slbnes (after blowing the hot pigs howse down, the wolFexdaims, "1 cane
believe thar worked™} thar will provide interest even for listeners who know the
mory. Teagueh signanure full blad oil ilustrations evoke 19508 Americana through
their use of visual details such as deliverymen in blded white paper hats and brighe
turguoiss motor sooaters, yet figh thy curded twigs and lopsided houses make it very
chear char this is a fairy-rale evwironment, Overune pages and a endingwitha
rehabilie ged wolf make this an ecadlent readaloud choice. A solid modernization of
achic, ths book works well as standand folkdonc fare for the pictune-book s=t. TA
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Twelve-year-okl Abbey Force s fecling “maner than a ssepped-on-rand exnake,”™ and
she's got good resson: bst year, her lawyer father had an accident and fell into a
coma, and since then he's been acoused of stealing from aneof his wealth et chients,
forcing the sale of Abbey's chiklhood home, Rewand Mantarion, and rhe relocation
JﬂhhymﬁuhudhmmﬁIhudrhmﬁuldﬁd‘thuﬂ
is her job taking care of Bewand's homes, and its at the stables that

Bee, the daugh ter of Rewards newess owner. Aﬁﬂihﬂfiﬁmﬁmdﬁ
hﬂumhimn&mﬂﬂldﬂmﬂﬂﬂmundﬁpﬁﬂmn’:mﬂd
to a few key discovenes: hmt, theres someth ing suspicious going on down at Belomy
Bay, which & technically parr of Reward, and second, & may have something o do
with Abbeys uncle, her dadi shady busines pan ner, and the sccident thar maybe
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