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Since 2005, t he Fugit ive Safe Surrender (FSS) program has been
implement ed in more t han t went y cit ies around t he count ry. Tens of
t housands of  individuals wit h act ive warrant s for t heir arrest  have
volunt arily surrendered t o law enforcement  in a church or ot her neut ral
set t ing. The sit es are t ransformed for four days int o complet e just ice
syst ems wit h pret rial-int ake, prosecut ors, defense at t orneys, judges,
and probat ion/parole and communit y services st aff. The program is
advert ised t hrough local media and various communit y-based out let s,
sending t he message t hat  individuals wit h nonviolent  felony and
misdemeanor warrant s can volunt arily surrender t o law enforcement  and
receive expedit ed act ion and favorable considerat ion of  t heir cases.

Aut hor Daniel J. Flannery has gat hered informat ion on who t urns
t hemselves in, what  t he warrant  is for, how long t he warrant  has been
act ive, and what  happens t o t he individual. He asked part icipant s t o
complet e volunt arily an anonymous survey about  demographics, how
t hey heard about  t he program, why t hey surrendered, why t hey had not
previously surrendered, what  t hey t hink will happen t o t hem, and what
t hey might  need help wit h in t he fut ure. Wanted on Warrants uses t hese
sit e report s, media coverage, int erviews wit h part icipant s, and survey
dat a t o explain why FSS has proven t o be such a consummat e success in
clearing out st anding warrant s. Across all sit es, less t han 2% of people
wit h warrant s who surrendered during FSS were arrest ed. Rat her, t hey
were released t o go home wit hin hours of  t urning t hemselves in.

This collaborat ive init iat ive bet ween local and federal law enforcement
and communit y fait h-based organizat ions is unique and has proven t o be
a successful program t hat  is being copied and init iat ed t hroughout  t he
count ry. Want ed on Warrant s o ers valuable insight s int o what  happens
during and a er an FSS program and will be welcomed by policymakers
and pract it ioners.
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