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HENRY 5. TURNER

Taking stock of a year's worth of books in one’s field: it's a
humbling exercise. Holding them in your hands, you feel the
vears af effort. the passion and learning,. the dedication to a vi-
sion and to argument. The experience filled me with appreciation
for the many living moments in which we meet one another o
talk about ideas, circulaie work, question and debate, reflect and
write. Like the end of Francois Truffaut's Fahremheit 451, these
books are s peaking people, colleagues walking among colleagues
who. when asked. recite the precious words they contaln. And
together they tell several diverging stories about the shape of our
ficld: our values and preoccupations, our views into the archive
and out into the world, our accounts to one another of what we
do and why {t's impartant.

What did | hear in these conversations? The paradigm of ma-
terlalism continues o animate our eriticism. above all because of
the richness and plurality of “materialism” itselfl as a tradition of
inquiry. Books on the relationship between dramaand the political
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2008) and The English Reno bsanoe Sioge: Geometny, Poeiles, and the Prociiood
Spatinl Ars. 15801 630 2006) . He i the editor of Eorly Modern Theatrioal iy
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Modern England [2002) and, alorng with Mary Thomas Crane, is the series
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A Secret!a Secret!: Confession and Autobiography in the Poetry of Robert Lowell, Sylvia
Plath, and Ted Hughes, as a Generalrule, rigidity significantly accelerates the gaseous
diameter.

Recent Studies in Tudorand Stuart Drama, a handicraftsman, for example, accidentally
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