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Abstract
The idea of a solitary reader of sacred texts distorts the imp ortance of one
form of religious reading and camouflages several equally imp ortant forms.

Taking these other forms of reading into account not only gives us a better
p icture of how books are being used religiously, but also p rovides new
avenues for studying the relationship between sacred texts and religious
p ersons and reveals an arena where definitions of “religion” are being
negotiated. Using data collected through the 2006–2007 work of the
Sp iritual Narratives in Everyday Life p roject, I will examine the role of
reading as a sp iritual p ractice, comp licating this model in the p rocess and
suggesting new avenues for studying religious reading.
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The script ural movement of lat e ant iquit y and Christ ian monast icism, t he non-reducibilit y
of t he cont ent is ambiguous.

