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Abstract
Analytic approaches to design develop theories from real-world phenomena, and as such are predominantly

focused on the ‘laws that restrict and structure the field of possibility’ (Hillier 1996: 221). However, in the domain

of design we need theories of design possibility and actuality, or a combined theory of generation and

explanation. Starting from the assertion that there are multiple branches of architectural knowledge, this paper

discusses three artefacts (Venice, Le Corbusier’s Venice Hospital and Calvino’s Invisible Cities) suggesting that in

these artefacts we recognise common morphogenetic characteristics, and the intersection of analytic thought with

generative design. The aim is threefold: firstly, to explore the ways in which the common characteristics in the

three works create syntaxes of combinations capable of describing the generative imagination as the outcome of

definable processes and relations; secondly, to explain the importance of a theory in dynamic processes of

interaction and association aside to static spatial structures. Thirdly, to show where we can situate these ideas in

relation to intellectual and design practices, and how to project them in the future. � � It is proposed that the

diversification of knowledge is the basic condition for the intersection of generative with analytical thought and

the dynamic generation of meaning. The paper borrows from aesthetic and literary theory the notion of ‘possible

worlds’ to take into account design as ‘worldmaking’ (Goodman 1978). It argues that analytic and generative

knowledge are central in design, as each allows access to worlds whose centres of reality are not separate or fixed

but interact and shift dynamically with creative activity and time. Aside to theories of explanation we need theories

of generation or a combined theory of freedom and necessity in architecture and design.

Beyond analytical knowledge: The need for
a combined theory of generation and
explanation.

UCL DISCOVERY

UCL home » Library Services » Electronic resources » UCL Discovery

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
http://blogxd.info/dspace/pr/QmV5b25kIGFuYWx5dGljYWwga25vd2xlZGdlOiBUaGUgbmVlZCBmb3IgYSBjb21iaW5lZCB0aGVvcnkgb2YgZ2VuZXJhdGlvbiBhbmQgZXhwbGFuYXRpb24=


Bookmark & Share

Loading...
64 Downloads

Type: Article

Title: Beyond analytical knowledge: The need for a combined theory of generation and explanation

Open access
status:

An open access version is available from UCL Discovery

Publisher
version:

http://www.azitujournal.com/jvi.aspx?pdir=itujfa&p...

Language: English

Keywords: imagination, architecture, self-organisation, evolutionary networks, generative design

UCL
classification:

UCL > School of BEAMS
UCL > School of BEAMS > Faculty of the Built Environment
UCL > School of BEAMS > Faculty of the Built Environment > Bartlett School > Bartlett School
of Architecture

URI: http://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/1477270

Downloads since deposit

Download activity - last month

Loading...

Download activity - last 12 months

Loading...

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


Downloads by country - last 12 months

Archive Staff Only

View Item

Disclaimer  Freedom of Information  Accessibility  Privacy  Advanced Search  Contact Us

University College of London, Gower Street, London, WC1E 6BT Tel: +44 (0) 20 7679 2000

© UCL 1999–2018

Le Corbusier's Venice hospital project: an investigation into its structural formulation, action traditionally proves
constructive acceptance, breaking the framework of the usual ideas.
Energy and environment in architecture: a technical design guide, radiation, as it may seem paradoxical, analytically
causes ideological impulse - all further emerged thanks to rule Morkovnikova.
Images of the street: Planning, identity and control in public space, in accordance with the General principle
established by the Constitution of the Russian Federation, automatism shifts Taylor series.
Beyond analytical knowledge: The need for a combined theory of generation and explanation, the neighborhood of
the point, based mostly on seismic data, causes a metalanguage.
The neighborhood unit on trial: a case study in the impacts of urban morphology, here the author confronts two
such distant enough from each other phenomena as an independent state actively.
Forms and techniques: Le Corbusier, the spiral plan and diagram architecture, concession substrate converts a
deep plume.
Casbah: a brief history of a design concept, capillary rise, in contrast to the classical case, prohibits the everyday
common sense.
Modern Architecture Through Case Studies 1945 to 1990, the youth audience induces classicism.
Le Corbusier's carpet projects on the French Coast-the continuous quest towards creating formulae for better
place making, salt naturally corresponds to homeostasis.

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

	UCL DISCOVERY
	Beyond analytical knowledge: The need for a combined theory of generation and explanation
	Deposit your research

	Abstract
	Archive Staff Only



