Military loyalty in the colonial context: A case
study of the Indian army during World War II.
NO INST IT UT IONAL AFFILIAT ION

LOG IN

B R O WS E

Military Loyalty in the Colonial Context: A Case Study of
the Indian Army during World War II
Kaushik Roy
The Journal of Milit ary Hist ory
Societ y for Milit ary Hist ory
Volume 73, Number 2, April 2009
pp. 497-529
10.1353/jmh.0.0233
ARTICLE

View Cit at ion

Abst ract
The Britis h colonial re g ime in India was he avily de pe nde nt on the Indian Army, whos e rank and file we re
Indians but whos e o ice rs we re Britis h. De s pite the apathy of the Indian populace and the hos tility of the
Indian political partie s , the Indian Army re maine d loyal to its colonial mas te rs during World War II. This article
e xamine s the e xte nt of that loyalty and the re as ons be hind it. Focus ing principally on the Indian units that
foug ht in Burma, it analyz e s combat motivation and loyalty throug hout the war. The article als o cons ide rs the
Britis h e lite 's conce rn about the Indian s oldie rs ' loyalty and whe the r it would chang e during pos twar
de mobiliz ation.
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