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globalization. In 1999 he joined City
University London to establish a new
master’s degree in publishing whose
graduates now occupy many senior
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founders of UCL's Centre for Publishing in
2006 and was appointed to the first
established chair of publishing in Britain at
UCL. He is currently writing a history of
20th-century British publishing to be
published by the British Library in 2009.
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In the days when “environment” m
cnuntr',;s.ide, books — fiction, non-ficrion a
— were ambassadors which nor only
attention of city dwellers to the beauties «
but also led to new concepts of the landsca)
some cases, to changes by human interv,
the landscape itself. For example, in one g
the English lakes were forever change
imagination and experience of their behol
barren, desolate wastes to be avoided, to m:
awe-inspiring “fields of beauty™ to be avid
and explored. This was due in no small m
the influence of the Romanrtic poers —
Coleridge, Wordsworth and their acolyt
widely, the invention of the novel in

century and the growth of literacy in
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widespread “domestication” of landscape
shared understanding of the nature of place

The intluence of books on the env:
today is enormous. Not only books conce
climatic change and the saving of en
species (Minconvenient truths” to quote
ritle of one of the most famous of the ge
also travel books, guidebooks, arlases, and
books are among the most flourishing sect
maodern book publishing industry. Toda
have a dimension not present in those
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who enjov nature to act to preserve |
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impact. Books themselves are not “green”

If the publishing industry is serio
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