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This  pape r de rive s  from a LARR-s pons ore d forum at the  LAS A 20 0 3 Cong re s s  he ld in Dallas  in March 20 0 3.
Targ e te d at young e r s cholars , a pane l of le ading  re s e arche rs  whos e  e arly work was  s hape d by marg inality
and de pe nde ncy thinking  of the  19 6 0 s  we re  invite d to  re fle ct cros s -g e ne rationally about how paradig ms
analyz ing  pove rty in Latin Ame rican citie s  have  s hi e d from that time  to  the  pre s e nt. S pe cifically, e ach of the
authors  compare s  "marg inality" as  it was  cons true d more  than thre e  de cade s  ag o with conte mporary
cons tructions  of pove rty and s ocial org aniz ation aris ing  from the ir more  re ce nt re s e arch. While  the re  are
important continuitie s , the  authors  concur that the  s o-calle d "ne w pove rty" today is  ve ry di e re nt, be ing
more  s tructural, more  s e g me nte d and, pe rhaps  paradoxically, more  e xclus ionary than be fore . More ove r, the
s hi  from a larg e ly patrimonialis t and unde mocratic  s tate  towards  one  that, while  more  de mocratic, is  als o
s limme r and downs iz e d, the re by s hi ing  s tate  inte rve ntion and we lfare  s ys te ms  e ve r more  to  local le ve l

The metamorphosis of marginality in Rio de

Janeiro.
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g ove rnme nts  and to  the  quas i-private  s e ctor of nong ove rnme ntal org aniz ations . If e arlie r marg inality the ory
ove re mphas iz e d the  s e paration of the  poor from the  mains tre am, today's  ne w pove rty is  o e n e mbe dde d
within s tructure s  of s ocial e xclus ion that s e ve re ly re duce  opportunitie s  for s ocial mobility among  the  urban
poor.
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