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SUMMARY

In 1950, Main Street America—restored by victories ina globalwar and
hopefulfora prosperous and peaceful future—was abruptly
traumatized. The sudden prospect of thermonuclear war with the Soviet
Union, Senator Joseph McCarthy's vicious anticommunist crusade, and
the beginning of the Korean War allcombined to dampenthe public
mood. Inthe wake of these events, the Cold Warinvaded every home
and convinced millions of Americans that the liberalestablishment
created by Franklin Roosevelt and sustained by Harry Truman had
betrayed the public trust and placed the nationin mortal peril.

Revealing the intense interplay betweenforeign policy, domestic
politics, and public opinion, Lisle Rose argues that 1950 was a pivotalyear
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