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Abstract: Sports history in Australia has focused almost entirely on modern,
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Eurocentric sports and has therefore largely ignored the multitude of unique pre-
European games that are, or once were, played. The area of traditional games,
especially those of Aboriginaland Torres Strait Islander peoples, is an important
aspect of the cultural, social and historical experiences of Indigenous communities.
These activities include customs of play that are normally not associated with
European notions of competitive sport. Overall, this paper surveys research
undertaken into traditional games among Indigenous Australians, as wellas
proposals for much needed further study in this area.
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