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Abstract

More than two hundred years ago, Alexander von Humboldt helped to establish Galvani's
view that muscle and nerve tissue are electrically excitable. His 1797 publication was a
landmark for establishing the concept of animal electricity. Almost half a century later,
von Humboldt became the mentor of the young du Bois-Reymond. With the help of
von Humboldt's promotion, du Bois-Reymond demonstrated convincingly that animal
tissue has the intrinsic capacity to generate electrical activity, and thus laid the ground
for modern electrophysiology.
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