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Summary
T he Mexican health system has evolved through three generations of reform. T he
creation of the Ministry of Health and the main social security agency in 1943 marked
the first generation of health reforms. In the late 1970s, a second generation of reforms
was launched around the primary health-care model. T hird-generation reforms favour
systemic changes to reorganise the system through the horizontal integration of basic
functionsâ€”stewardship, financing, and provision. T he stability of leadership in the health
sector is emphasised as a key element that allowed for reform during the past 60 years.
Furthermore, there has been a transition in the second generation of reforms to a model
that is increasingly based on evidence; this has been intensified and extended in the third
generation of reforms. We also examine policy developments that will provide social
protection in health for all. T hese developments could be of interest for countries

seeking to provide their citizens with universal access to health care that incorporates
equity, quality, and financial protection.
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