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Abstract
For fifty years debate has raged about early European commerce during the
period between antiquity and the middle ages. Was there trade? If so, in
what - and with whom? New evidence and new ways of looking at old
evidence are now breaking the stalemate. Analysis of communications - the
movements of people, ideas and things - is transforming our vision of
Europe and the Mediterranean in the age of Charlemagne and Harun al
Rashid. This is the first comprehensive analysis of the economic transition
during this period for over sixty years. Using new materials and new
methodology, it will attract all social and economic historians of antiquity
and the middle ages, and anyone concerned with the origins of Europe, the
history of the slave trade, medicine and disease, cross-cultural contacts, and
the Muslim and Byzantine worlds.
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