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Now, Jack R. Gannon’s original groundbreaking volume on Deaf hist ory and
cult ure is available once again. In Deaf Herit age: A Narrat ive Hist ory of
Deaf America, Gannon brought  t oget her for t he f irst  t ime t he st ory of
t he Deaf experience in America from a Deaf perspect ive. Recognizing t he
need t o document  t he mult ifacet ed hist ory of  t his unique minorit y wit h
it s dist inct ive visual cult ure, he painst akingly gat hered as much mat erial
as he could on Deaf American life. The result  is a 17-chapt er mont age of
art ifact s and informat ion t hat  forms an ut t erly fascinat ing record from
t he early ninet eent h cent ury t o t he t ime of it s original publicat ion in
1981. Deaf Herit age t racks t he development  of  t he Deaf communit y
bot h chronologically and by significant  subject s. The init ial chapt er t reat s
t he crit ical t opics of  early at t empt s at  deaf educat ion, t he impact  of
Deaf and Black deaf t eachers, t he est ablishment  of  schools for t he deaf,
and t he founding of  Gallaudet  College. Individual chapt ers cover t he
1880s t hrough t he 1970s, mixing milest ones such as t he birt h of  t he
Nat ional Associat ion of  t he Deaf and t he work of  import ant  f igures, Deaf
and hearing, wit h anecdot es about  day-t o-day deaf life. Ot her chapt ers
single out  import ant  facet s of  Deaf cult ure: American Sign Language,
Deaf Sport s, Deaf art ist s, Deaf humor, and Deaf publicat ions. The overall
effect  of  t his remarkable record, replet e wit h archival phot ographs,
t ables, and list s of  Deaf people’s accomplishment s, reveals t he growt h
of a vibrant  legacy singular in American hist ory.
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