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Abstract
T his paper focuses on language socialization activities in a community of Hasidic Jews,
showing the ways that local ideologies of texts and knowledge interact with local
ideologies of language and gender. Drawing on texts, literacy practices, metalinguistic
commentary, and censoring practices at different points along the female life cycle, the
paper examines girls' shift from Yiddish-English bilingualism to English dominance upon
entering the first grade, despite complaints by teachers and parents. Literacy practices,
in particular shifting ideologies of English, are shown to unintentionally render girls'
rejection of Yiddish as their vernacular less threatening to communal boundaries because
they blur the boundaries of language itself. Ethnographic investigation of how
language(s) and literacy are socialized across the life cycle is critical to providing a lens
through which to view broader cultural processes, which shape the reproduction of
persons, languages, and communities.
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