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In his courageous book, Israel's Dead Soul, Steven Salaita explores the
failures of Zionism as a politicaland ethicaldiscourse. He argues that
endowing nation-states with souls is a dangerous phenomenon because

it privileges institutions and corporations ratherthan human beings.

Asserting that Zionism has been normalized--rendered "benign" as an
ideology of "multicultural conviviality"—Salaita critiques the idea that
Zionism, as an exceptionalideology, leads to a lack of critical awareness
of the effects of the Israelioccupationin Palestinianterritoryand to an

unquestioning acceptance of Israelas an ethnocentric state.
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