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Abstract :  In this lecture the author discusses the question of the origin of change of type
in infectious disease. After a general discussion of current theories he examines in some
detail the recent history of smallpox and reaches the conclusion that, so far as the United
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States are concerned, mild smallpox had its origin in Florida in 1896. He can find no
evidence that an outbreak of the classical type ever arose out of the mild form. He then

discusses the history of scarlet fever, illustrating his argument with statistics of fatality
from various countries. He suggests that the present mild type of the disease may be due
to the selective force of case isolation having eliminated the more virulent strains. He
points out that the fatality decreased more recently and less evenly in America than in
England and that the majority of American communities were slower in adopting isolation
and less rigorous in enforcing it than the English and Scandinavian peoples. M.
Greenwood.
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