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Ananya Jahanara Kabir

The re  are  ce rtain imag e s  from my pas t which have  always  haunte d me . Partition was  a ve ry viole nt
e xpe rie nce  for e ve rybody in the  Punjab. Althoug h I was  ve ry young  the n, I s aw chance  killing s , fire s ,
de ad bodie s . The re  are  imag e s  which have  s taye d with me . The s e  we re  als o  the  s torie s  I g re w up
with.

0 —Baps i S idhwa, "My Place  in the  World"

I wrote  Zindaginama ("A Life  Chronicle ") thirty ye ars  afte r the  Partition, e ve n thoug h I had made  the
firs t draft in 19 52. Time  is  a s trang e  che mis try. Firs t we  wante d to  forg e t and the n we  wante d to  re live
the  time  that was !

—Kris hna S obti, "Me mory and His tory of Partition"

Writing  from oppos ite  s ide s  of the  "G re at Divide " cre ate d by the  partition of 19 47, the s e  two authors  from
Pakis tan and India, Baps i S idhwa and Kris hna S obti, re s pe ctive ly, s e e m s e parate d by more  than nationality.
S obti write s  in Hindi, S idhwa in Eng lis h: S obti write s  as  a Punjabi Hindu who le  Pakis tan for India in the
a e rmath of partition, S idhwa as  a Pars i who s taye d be hind in Pakis tan and s ubs e que ntly move d to  Ame rica.
The y be long , furthe rmore , to  di e re nt g e ne rations  (if we  me as ure  g e ne ration by the  yards tick of dis tance
from a critical e ve nt): S idhwa is  one  of the  "Midnig ht's  Childre n" g e ne ration, a write r who while  not born in
Aug us t 19 47 was  but a child at that mome nt, while  S obti, who was  the n twe nty-s e ve n ye ars  old, re pre s e nts
an olde r g e ne ration of partition s urvivors .

De s pite  the s e  di e re nce s , the re  is  much that the y s hare , and my e pig raphs  capture  this  s hare d te rritory.
Both S idhwa and S obti are  authors  of partition narrative s : narrative  re pre s e ntations  of the  e ve nts  le ading  up
to, culminating  in, and cons tituting  the  imme diate  a e rmath of the  partition of India. Both are  wome n who
have  writte n nove ls , from an uppe r-middle -clas s  pe rs pe ctive , about wome n whos e  live s  we re  de e ply
a e cte d by partition. In the ir choice  of s ubje ct matte r and narrative  form, both re s pond to  partition as  a
traumatic  e ve nt. S idhwa's  re fe re nce  to  imag e s  that have  "haunte d" he r from childhood and S obti's
acknowle dg me nt of the  twin de mands  of forg e tting  and re me mbrance  s ug g e s t a s e lf-impos e d authorial
tas k of ne g otiating  be twe e n traumatic  re call and narrative  comme moration, and be twe e n di e re nt kinds  of
me mory that inhabit and frag me nt not only nations  and communitie s  but als o  the  [End P a g e  17 7 ]
s ubje ctivitie s  of the  individuals  who compris e  the s e  larg e  ide ntity-g roups .

The  cons e que nce s  of partition have  be e n e xplore d by authors  writing  in all the  major S outh As ian lang uag e s
and all major narrative  and lyric  g e nre s —poe try, s hort s torie s , nove ls , film, and te le vis ion s e rials . He re  I
draw on one  kind of partition narrative —nove ls  by wome n authors  from India, Pakis tan, and the  S outh As ian
dias pora, in Eng lis h, Hindi, and Urdu, and re pre s e nting  di e re nt g e ne rations .  The s e  various  authors  e nable
us  to  e xplore  the  re lations hip be twe e n g e nde r, me mory, and trauma as  manife s te d within two s pe cific
conte xts : the  pos tcolonial S outh As ian conte xt and the  conte xt of the  nove l as  an art form. Firs t, I dis cus s
why we  s hould cons ide r partition as  colle ctive  trauma and outline  the  di e re nt ways  in which the  e ve nt has
be e n re me mbe re d, allowing  di e re nt g roups  to  forg e  ne w bonds  and s olidaritie s  as  we ll as  re linquis h old
tie s . S e cond, I us e  s ome  partition nove ls  writte n by wome n to  e xcavate  the  g e nde re d dime ns ion of s uch
me mory-work. I focus  on how the  s ociocultural pos itions  of the  authors  re late  to  que s tions  of form: the
te mporal s cope  o e re d by the  nove l; a re alis t narrative  te chnique ; the  re lations hip be twe e n author and
narrator; the  mome nts  of thick de s cription that inte rrupt narrative  flow; the  trope s  that s tructure  the
narrative .

Analys is  s ug g e s ts  that the s e  nove ls  function ve ry much as  te s timonial narrative s  do for s urvivors  of the
Holocaus t: the y provide  a me ans  for the  narrative  inte g ration of traumatic  me mory, the re by ope ning  up
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pos s ibilitie s  for mourning  and re conciliation. The  cultural and formal s pe cific itie s  that s hape  the ir
te s timonial and re cupe rative  function...
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