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Abstract :  Member States of the WHO committed in 2005 to develop their health financing
systems so that all people have access to services and do not suffer financial hardship
paying for them. This goal was defined as universal coverage, sometimes called 
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health coverage. In striving for this goal, governments face three fundamental questions:
(1) How is such a health system to be financed? (2) How can they protect people from the

financial consequences of ill-health and paying for health services? (3) How can they
encourage the optimum use of available resources? They must also ensure coverage is
equitable and establish reliable means to monitor and evaluate progress. In this report,
WHO outlines how countries can modify their financing systems to move more quickly
towards universal coverage and to sustain those achievements. The report synthesizes
new research and lessons learnt from experience into a set of possible actions that
countries at all stages of development can consider and adapt to their own needs. It
suggests ways the international community can support efforts in low-income countries to
achieve universal coverage.
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