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Abstract
When Newton's Principia first appeared, only the most advanced mathematicians were
able to fathom its depths. T his, with the discoveries in physics it contained, led to the
work acquiring a reputation as an impenetrable treatise presenting almost divine
revelations about nature. Yet while Newton strove to restrict access to its meaning, a
growing number of popularizers began to craft ways of rendering the Principia
â€˜easyâ€™ for the less mathematically astute. T hese entrepreneurs of natural
philosophy made Newton public through an enormous industry of popular textbooks,
engravings and experimental lecture courses. In so doing, they were not only largely
responsible for the reception of Newton's natural philosophy, but also transformed its
very nature.
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