Conflict and Consensus in the Designation of
Deviance.

  

Article Navigation

Conflict and Consensus in the Designation of
Deviance
John Hagan, Edward T. Silva, John H. Simpson
Social Forces, Volume 56, Issue 2, 1 December 1977, Pages 320–340,
https://doi.org/10.1093/sf/56.2.320
Published: 01 December 1977
Cite

Permissions

Share


Email Twitter Facebook

Abstract
This p ap er identifies theoretical and emp irical p roblems in a conflict
p ersp ective on crime and deviance. We then p rop ose an alternative

ap p osition of consensus and conflict viewp oints. This new ap p roach is
grounded in emp irical definitions of the conditions under which consensus
and conflict can be said to exist, and is used to generate p rop ositions about
attitudes toward emp irically identified “consensus” and “conflict crimes.”
The sup p ort found for these p rop ositions encourages a shift from regarding
attitudes toward deviance as simp le instruments of coercion, to a view in
which these attitudes are accorded a wider significance in the combined
p rocesses of deviance definition, status allocation and, eventually, the
coop tive maintenance of p olitical authority.
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