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Abst ract

The  Arab S pring  s tartle d all Arab autocrats  but topple d fe w of the m. We  find the re  we re  no s tructural
pre conditions  for popular upris ing s , but two variable s  conditione d whe the r dome s tic  oppos ition would
s ucce e d. Firs t, o il we alth g ave  rule rs  the  re s ource s  to  pre e mpt or re pre s s  dis s e nt. S e cond, a pre ce de nt of
he re ditary s ucce s s ion s ig nale d the  loyalty of the  coe rcive  apparatus  to  the  rule r. Cons e que ntly, mas s
re volts  de pos e d incumbe nts  in only the  thre e  non-oil rich, non-he re ditary re g ime s  of Tunis ia, Eg ypt, and
Ye me n. Whe re  oil re nts  or he re ditary rule  pre vaile d, re g ime s  viole ntly s uppre s s e d pe ace ful prote s ts
(Bahrain, S yria) and only los t powe r throug h fore ig n-impos e d re g ime  chang e  (Libya).
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