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Abstract
T his article critically examines the compatibility of United Arab Emirates culture and
values with the assumptions of reflective practice currently being written into a new
teacher education degree programme. T he curriculum that is being developed relies
heavily on the notions of reflective practice as a method of professional development.
T he local culture, political and public institutions are thoroughly inculcated with ArabIslamic values that may not accord with the assumptions underlying such practices. T he
authorâ€™s concerns are discussed about the trainee teachersâ€™ lifestyle and
experiences that may hinder engagement in their own learning processes, as well as the

Arab-Islamic codes of behaviour that may pose serious obstacles to the implementation
of reflective strategies, especially interactions between men and women and between
superior and subordinate within educational settings. T he author concludes that
reflection, as conceived and implemented in the West, may not be in the best interests
of the student teachers if they wish to teach in local schools.
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T echnology, she taught business and computing subjects in tertiary institutions in
England and Australia and has been involved in teacher training and IT consultancy in the
UK. She was awarded her MEd from Leicester University, UK in 1987 and has since

UK. She was awarded her MEd from Leicester University, UK in 1987 and has since
studied Applied Linguistics at the University of Queensland in Brisbane whilst working as
a Research Assistant at the Queensland University of T echnology. T his was followed by a
year with Eastern European Partnership (VSO) on a joint UK and Polish government
project setting up and teaching business English in rural Poland. She received her
Doctorate of Education from Bristol University in 2002, specializing in cross-cultural
influences on higher education programs in the Middle East. She currently lives in Spain
where she is involved in computer training, e-learning and international development
work.
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