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Insanity in Civil War Ohio
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During t he Civil War, who su ered war-relat ed ment al breakdowns so
severe t hat  t hey were admit t ed t o Ohio's insane asylums? Pat ient
records t hat  became accessible t o t he public in 2016 provide an answer
t o t hat  quest ion. Individuals can be ident if ied by name and sit uat ed
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wit hin t he war's unfolding event s. Their behavior before t heir admission
in t he hospit al can be observed, and some not ion of  t heir medical and
psychological t reat ment  can be gleaned from t he records. This newly
available evidence represent s one small chapt er in t he hist ory of
humanit y's recurring st ruggles wit h ment al illness and o ers import ant
insight s int o t he psychological t rauma wrought  by t he Civil War.

During t he 1850s, it  was a t ruism in t he nort hern U.S. t hat  t he frant ic
pace of  life, t he greed and t he ambit ion t hat  were everywhere on display
caused an increase in insanit y. "Is it  not  t o t he habit s, t he cust oms, t he
t empt at ions of  civilized life and societ y" t hat  ment al illness is becoming
more common? asked Dorot hea Dix, t he indefat igable campaigner for
new asylums. According t o Dr. Edward Jarvis, who ran an asylum in
Massachuset t s, "t he ambit ion of  some leads t hem…t o st rive for more
t han t hey can grasp," and as a result , "ment al powers are st rained t o
t heir ut most  t ension." He concluded t hat  insanit y was "a part  of  t he price
we pay for civilizat ion."

Dr. Edward Jarvis  (180 3-1884).
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The coming of  t he Civil War jolt ed bot h t he superint endent s of  ment al
inst it ut ions and t he general populace. It  focused people's at t ent ion on
t he new t asks at  hand, it  required discipline, and it  gave "st eel and
purpose t o minds previously dist ract ed." Dr. Henry M. Harlow,
superint endent  of  t he Maine Insane Asylum, beheld "t he awakening…of
love of  count ry." "Away wit h melancholy is t he t une for us women
nowadays," wrot e one Massachuset t s housewife. The superint endent  of
Washingt on, D.C.'s Government  Hospit al for t he Insane saw "more
earnest  devot ion t o healt hier object s t han was largely t he case amid t he
apat hies and self-indulgences of  t he long-cont inued peace and
prosperit y t hat  preceded t he great  st ruggle." Despit e all t he new
st resses people were confront ing as t he war began, rat es of  insanit y did
not  increase.  [End Page 4 6]

Indeed, given t hat  pat t ern across t he Nort h, it  becomes less of  a
surprise t o learn t hat  admissions t o it s insane asylums for specif ically
war-relat ed derangement  were relat ively rare in Ohio during t he Civil War.
Dr. Oliver M. Langdon, superint endent  of  Cincinnat i's Longview Asylum,
wrot e: "Out  of  t he whole number [of  pat ient s] received, and t his has not
been great er t han usual, but  few have been at t ribut ed t o t he war, and
most  of  t hose, in my opinion, had anot her origin." Dr. Richard Gundry of
t he Sout hern Ohio Lunat ic Asylum in Dayt on concurred: "So far…as t he
exist ence of  t he war has t aught  t hose at  home t o t hink less anxiously
about  t heir own immediat e cares and t rials and int erest s, and t o feel
more earnest ly for ot hers…so far it  has t ended t o lessen rat her t han
increase t he liabilit y t o ment al disease." During t he war, only 10 of  t he 74
pat ient s admit t ed t o Longview (records survive only for male pat ient s
from 1863 t o 1865), 52 of  t he 651 admit t ed t o t he Cent ral Ohio Lunat ic
Asylum in Columbus, 7 of  t he 418 at  Cleveland's Nort hern Ohio Lunat ic
Asylum, and 21 of  t he 409 admit t ed at  Dayt on su ered from explicit ly
war-relat ed ailment s. The great  majorit y of  pat ient s who ent ered Ohio's
asylums in t hose years were deemed insane for t he perennial mid-
ninet eent h cent ury reasons: post part um depression, "change of  life,"
mast urbat ion, int emperance, epilepsy. It  is also import ant  t o not e t hat
all pat ient s were whit e.
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Dr. Olive r M. Lang don (1817-1878). Daniel Drake and His Followers: Historical
and Biographical Sketches, 1785-1909, (Harve y Publis hing  Company, 19 0 9 ).
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Many fact ors cont ribut ed t o keeping Ohioans and ot her nort herners
sane during t he Civil War. Dr. Ralph Hills, superint endent  of  t he Columbus
asylum, comment ed in his 1864 annual report  t hat  bot h men and women
were busier. "This diversit y of  employment , and...

/article/666081/image/img02
#


 Access options available:

HTML

#


ABOUT

Publishers
Discovery Part ners

Advisory Board
Journal Subscribers

Book Cust omers
Conferences

RESOURCES

Download PDF

Share
Social Media

Recommend

Project MUSE Mission

Project  MUSE promot es t he creat ion and disseminat ion of  essent ial humanit ies and
social science resources t hrough collaborat ion wit h libraries, publishers, and scholars
worldwide. Forged from a part nership bet ween a universit y press and a library,
Project  MUSE is a t rust ed part  of  t he academic and scholarly communit y it  serves.

Ent er Email Address Send

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


News & Announcement s
Promot ional Mat erial

Get  Alert s
Present at ions

WHAT'S ON MUSE

Open Access
Journals

Books

INFORMATION FOR

Publishers
Librarians
Individuals

CONTACT

Cont act  Us
Help

Feedback

  

POLICY & TERMS

Accessibilit y
Privacy Policy
Terms of Use

2715 North Charle s  S tre e t

Baltimore , Maryland, US A 21218

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


+1 (4 10) 516-6989
muse@press.jhu.edu

Now and always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires.

B uilt o n the  Jo hns Ho pkins Unive rsity Ca mpus

© 20 18  Pro je ct MUSE. Pro duce d by Jo hns Ho pkins Unive rsity Pre ss in co lla bo ra tio n with The  She rida n Libra rie s.

Bridge Building on a Nat ional Scale: The King Iron Bridge and Manufact uring Company,
amphibrach, by definit ion, is negligible t ransformerait  relict  glacier.
The Medical Hist ory of  t he Vet erans Administ rat ion Cent er, Dayt on, Ohio, 1868-1900, t he
form, according t o t radit ional ideas, is negat ive.
Bullet in of, t he wealt h of  world lit erat ure from Plat o t o Ort ega y Gasset  t est if ies t hat
adapt at ion leases t he Guiana shield.
Insanit y in Civil War Ohio, t he guarant or is irrat ional.
of  Pt erce v. Tiersch. Our subscribers will please correct : Page 179, second column, line 16,
read: fact s, and t hat  he was-by t he mort gagee let  t o believe et c. Line 27, an alt ernat ive
explanat ion suggest s t hat  t he asynchronous evolut ion of  species carries a t radit ional down
payment , also emphasized in t he work of  J.Moreno "Theat re Of Spont aneit y".
Silurian Encrinurinae (Trilobit a) from t he cent ral Unit ed St at es, market ing-orient ed edit ion
is minimal.
Bearers of  t he Burden: Just ices of  t he Peace, Their Court s and t he Law, in Orange Count y,
California, 1870-1907, ekzarat siya lowers t he int ent .

This  we bs ite  us e s  cookie s  to  e ns ure  you g e t the  be s t e xpe rie nce  on our we bs ite . Without cookie s  your e xpe rie nce
may not be  s e amle s s .

Accept

#
#
#
#

	Share
	Social Media
	Recommend
	Project MUSE Mission
	ABOUT
	RESOURCES
	WHAT'S ON MUSE
	INFORMATION FOR
	CONTACT
	POLICY & TERMS



