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Inthe wake of a bitter presidential campaignand in the face of numerous
divisive policy questions, many Americans wonder if their country has split
intwo. People are passionately choosing sides on contentious issues
such as the invasion of Iraq, gay marriage, stem-cellresearch, and the
right to die, and the battle overabortion continues unabated. Socialand
political splits fascinate the media: we hear of Red States against Blue
States and the "Religious Right" against "Secular America"; Fox News and
Air America; NASCAR dads and soccer momes. Is America, in fact, divided so
clearly? Does a moderate middle stillexist? Is the nationalfabric fraying?
To the extent that these divisions exist, are they simply the healthy and

unavoidable products of a diverse, democratic nation? Inls There a
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