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In t he wake of  a bit t er president ial campaign and in t he face of  numerous
divisive policy quest ions, many Americans wonder if  t heir count ry has split
in t wo. People are passionat ely choosing sides on cont ent ious issues
such as t he invasion of  Iraq, gay marriage, st em-cell research, and t he
right  t o die, and t he bat t le over abort ion cont inues unabat ed. Social and
polit ical split s fascinat e t he media: we hear of  Red St at es against  Blue
St at es and t he "Religious Right " against  "Secular America"; Fox News and
Air America; NASCAR dads and soccer moms. Is America, in fact , divided so
clearly? Does a moderat e middle st ill exist ? Is t he nat ional fabric fraying?
To t he ext ent  t hat  t hese divisions exist , are t hey simply t he healt hy and
unavoidable product s of  a diverse, democrat ic nat ion? In Is There a
Cult ure War? t wo of America's leading aut horit ies on polit ical cult ure lead
a provocat ive and t hought ful invest igat ion of  t his quest ion and it s
ramificat ions. James Davison Hunt er and Alan Wolfe debat e t hese
quest ions wit h verve, insight , and a deep knowledge root ed in years of
st udy and reflect ion. Long before most  scholars and pundit s addressed
t he issue, Hunt er and Wolfe were ident ifying t he fault  lines in t he debat e.
Hunt er's 1992 book Cult ure Wars put  t he t erm in popular circulat ion,
arguing t hat  America was in t he midst  of  a "cult ure war" over "our most
fundament al and cherished assumpt ions about  how t o order our lives."
Six years lat er, in One Nat ion A9er All, Wolfe challenged t he idea of  a
cult ure war and argued t hat  a majorit y of  Americans were seeking a
middle way, a blend of t he t radit ional and t he modern. For t he f irst  t ime,
t hese t wo dist inguished scholars join in dialogue t o clarify t heir
di;erences, updat e t heir argument s, and search for t he t rut h about
America's cult ural condit ion.
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