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Abstract

Abook's materialityis oftentakenfor granted. Inthe publishing industry, however, the paratext, specifically
the book's cover, is the foremostaspectofthe book. The coversells the book; literarymeritbecomes
irrelevantifthe book does not,orcannot,reachthe reader. Yampellfocuses onthe coverart of Young Adult
novels and explores recenttrends inthe marketing of YAliterature to the elusive teenaudience.Aclose
analysis ofthe five differentcovers of Francesca Lia Block's Weetzie Bat (1989) demonstrates trends in

contemporary publishing and posits potentialrationales for the publisher change the cover.
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A tiger is superimposed ona womank face. A large python winds its way
down a bere fernale leg. Two eves stwe out from a black darkness. These
images appear as artwork on coven of recent Young Adult novels. They
are intended 1o attmact readers © the promotional material, of ten refered
1o @ a blurb, on the back cover and/or inside jacket. Together the cover
and blhurb should lure readers into purchasing the book. If it cannot reach
an sudience, the book will disappear among the hundreds thatr will
anmully goout of print. The packaging of the text, previpwly neglected
by publishers of teen Nteranwe, curently is being carefully manipulated
and altered as publishers and marketing expers recognize the mecessity
of visual appeal w0 sucoeed within the difficult arema of the teemge
cpmeumerns. With holograms, diginl ant, and metallic jackets, YA book
covern amre bacoming mone abstmet, semsatoml, umswnl, and eye-
catching 1o alhre gne of the mpeatelhmive audiences — tee rnge reademn.
The materiality of a text is often mken for gramed. A common
msumption is that the inner ext is the kernel of value and significance
while the rest is menely a protective hsk. In the world of publishing, the
pamtext & not only equally significant, but many industry people argue
that the cover is the forempst aspect of the book. Regardless of the
quality of the liemare, it cover often determines a book's success, D.F.
McKerzie acknow ledges the impossibility of divoreing “the substance of
the textonthe one hand from the physical form of its presentation on the
other™ and has defined “a fexras a complex stmcnre of meanings which
embraces every demil of it fprmal and plysical presentation in aspecific
historical context” (qud. in Marott xi). The peratext is the text. Literary
merit becomes imelevant f the book does not, or cannot, reac h the reader.
The cover of a book is often the reader’s fist inemction with it— the
comumer’s inital rending of the text. When a boolstre’s shelves ame
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