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Abstract
In her recent book Antigone's Claim, Judith Butler returns to a question once posed by George Steiner: What

would have happened if psychoanalysis had taken Antigone rather than Oedipus as its point of departure? This

chapter explores how the figure of Antigone has played a crucial role in the history of psychoanalysis in post-war

France. As Luce Irigaray and Jacques Lacan compete for the figure of Antigone, Greek myth becomes the

battleground for psychoanalysis and its definitions of woman. If psychoanalysis had taken Antigone rather than

Oedipus as its point of departure, it would have given rise to a more explicitly politicised understanding of the

psychoanalytic sexual subject. The debate about ethics and politics in Antigone is also fundamentally a debate

about feminism's relationship to politics.
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