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Abstract

While recentstudies ofVictorian literary criticism have investigated poetry's place inthe periodicalpress,
little attention has been paid to the historyofpoetrypublished inlarge-circulationgeneralnewspapers.
This essaydiscusses poetry published in The London Timesduring the 1860s, examining the literal place of
poetrywithinthe newspaper,its themes and formal characteristics, and its relation to authorship.lsuggest
thatreading these poems inrelationto theiroriginal material contextraises theoretical questions about

the historyofreading, intertextuality, and poetry's functioninthe public sphere.
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Newspaper Poems:
Material Texts in the Public Sphere

MNaravm M, Houvsoxn

n recent vears, nelerial and wexnal studes have expanded our

critical understanding of the contexts inwhich poetry was written,

pudblished, and resd during the Vidoran period. Smdies of the
economic and social stroe tires of publish ing have offered new aoounis
of the pasiton of different genres within the larger lirerary market-
place. Studies of Viewrian liserary eriticism have demsnatrated the
rule of the perodical press in shaping readers” opinions and in mak ing
new poems known o large numbers of readers. Studies af particular
poets have explored the aesthetic and palitical implicaions of View-
rian revision and publicadon praciices. However, becase most studies
al poetry in the periodical press have tended 1o foous on particular
poets or on the selecton processes of particular journals, relaively
linde avtention has been pid o the history of poeiry published in
large circulation general newspapers.'

The rapid growth in literacy during the Vicwrian period ooin-
chled with economic and technological changes that mede the publica-
o of inex pensive daily newspapers posaible. Mewspapers and pornak
tailored 1o different ¢ loses of readers and 10 different political ineresis
were ceniral w the development of the ¥ieor g cultwee of inbor meation.
The newspaper, the railroad, and the elegraph made rapid commumica-
tion and distribmution of all kinds of infornston posible, shaping an
increasmgly mdusr fal and commercial work] inwhich poetry's purpaose
andl fumure were undec gled and subject o debae.

A Teact: While seceni stadies of Viewnian lscrary ot sm have invesigaed ok
o' plide ol poevsd b al pees s, Bidke aticainoos has e o paicl o idse hisoey of pocisy

published i brgeciwouaton genoral newspapers. This cse disosses posiry
pruhlished bn T Lasdor Timss during the 15605, cxa minesg the eral place of pociry

wiilun dhee new s, i eemos gl foe mal ¢ learac iovistsow. anad is sclaigm o anilo.
ship. | ssggest than reading ihese pocms in relabon o dschn org nel maer ol conex
ra s Usenretical quesbons shout the hsory of reading, menenealny, and pociry's
funciion i il puble sphoe
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