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In lieu of  an abst ract , here is a brief  excerpt  of  t he cont ent :

Carole  Ke s s ne r Ente ring  "The  Church-porch": He rbe rt and Wis dom Poe try by Carole  Ke s s ne r The  firs t s e ction
of The  Te mple , title d "The  Churchporch ," has  always  be e n s ome thing  of an e mbaras s me nt to  critics  of
He rbe rt's  poe try. Long , ponde rous , didactic, s tructurally rig id, s ome time s  re pe titious , it is  altog e the r
unlike  the  intimate , de e ply moving , fre que ntly charming , varie d lyrics  of the  de votional s e cond s e ction, "The
Church." As  Jos e ph S umme rs  obs e rve s , e ve n in his  atte mpt to  re s cue  it, "The  Church-porch" is  a "46 2-line
didactic  poe m which violate s  many popular mode rn notions  conce rning  both poe try and re lig ion, lying  like  a
larg e  and wordly drag on be fore  the  portals ."1 Ne ve rthe le s s , S umme rs ' aim is  to  convince  the  re ade r of the
value  of the  work and of the  way in which He rbe rt "atte mpte d to  put the  traditional mixture  of ple as ure  and
profit to  the  us e s  of Chris tian didactic  ve rs e ." Furthe rmore , S umme rs , and Mary Elle n Ricke y a=e r him,
s ug g e s t that in this  s e ction of the  poe m He rbe rt points  back to  pre -Chris tian time s  — that is , to  "clas s ical
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wors hip in clas s ical te mple s ."2 Mis s  Ricke y claims  that He rbe rt's  "purpos e  in doing  s o is  to  s how the
ine ?able  s upe riority of the  Chris tian re lig ion, which admits  the  faulty and promis e s  s uccor to  thos e  s e e king
the  life  of the  s pirit."3 S ome  of the s e  re marks  are  quite  true  — the  poe m is  anomalous , and it doe s  point
back to  pre -Chris tian time s  — but I s ug g e s t that the  pre -Chris tian tradition it e s s e ntially re calls  is  not that of
the  G rae co-Roman civiliz ation, but that of the  biblical and inte r-te s tame ntal, the  tradition of the  wis dom
ps alms , the  prove rbs , and the  Wis dom Books . Ye t, rathe r than plung ing  dire ctly into  the  rig orous  dis cipline
of "The  Church-porch," I s ug g e s t a g e ntle r, le s s  formidable  approach. If we  be g in with the  appare ntly s imple
quatrains  unde r the  he ading  "S upe rliminare " that imme diate ly follow "The  Church-porch," we  will have  much
be tte r pre paration for the  long e r poe m be caus e , as  I hope  to  s how, "S upe rliminare " is  inte g rally re late d
to"The  Church-porch" and to  "The  Church" as  we ll. 10  HERBERTANDWIS DOM poe try S upe rliminare  Thou, whom
the  forme r pre ce pts  have  S prinkle d and taug ht, how to  be have  Thy s e lf in church; approach, and tas te  The
churche s  mys ticall re pas t. Avoid, Profane ne s s e ; come  not he re : Nothing  but holy, pure , and cle are , Or that
which g rone th to  be  s o, May at his  pe rill furthe r g o. With re g ard to  "S upe rliminare ," Jos e ph S umme rs  is  quite
corre ct whe n he  s ums  up the  firs t quatrain as  be ing  an e xplanation of "The  Church-porch" as  a me taphorical
pe rirrhante rium (s prinkling  ins trume nt): "The  rule s  and le s s ons , the  prude ntial advice  and the  admonitory
lang uag e  are  ne ce s s ary ... as  a pe rirrhante rium for s prinkling  the  holy wate r of ce re monial c le ans ing  be fore
the  youth is  admitte d to  the  church's  'mys tical re pas t.'"' He  is  als o  corre ct in his  obs e rvation that "the
s e cond quatrain is  in the  form of a s pe ll, forbidding  the  profane  or e vil re ade r or s pirit from ve nturing
furthe r."5 But ne ithe r S umme rs  nor any othe r re ce nt critic  has  g ive n the  two quatrains  s crupulous ly clos e
re ading ; nor have  critics  thoug ht ve ry much about the  re lations hip of one  quatrain to  the  othe r or about the ir
conne ction to  the  title  "S upe rliminare ." As  long  ag o as  Hutchins on's  e dition, the  hint was  the re , for in his
note s  on the  two quatrains , Hutchins on points  out a fe w e xtre me ly s ug g e s tive  facts .' Firs t, he  note s  that in
the  e arlie r W manus cript, the  two quatrains  appe ar as  s e parate  poe ms  on s e parate  pag e s . The  title
"Pe rirrante rium" (the  "h" was  adde d late r) is  pre fixe d to  the  firs t quatrain, "S upe rliminare " to  the  s e cond. In
the  ß manus cript, howe ve r, both quatrains  appe ar on a s ing le  pag e  with a double  line  dividing  the m, and
with "S upe rliminare " as  title  for both. "Pe rirrhante rium" now is  s hi=e d to  be come  the  s ub-title  for "The
Church-porch." The  obvious  que s tion is , of cours e , what 11 Carole  Ke s s ne r is  the  s ig nificance  of this  ne w
arrang e me nt?  S ure ly, He rbe rt would not take  the  trouble  to  re arrang e  two little  poe ms  like  the s e , unle s s  he
had s ome thing  quite  s pe cial in mind. Hutchins on doe s  move  in e xactly the  rig ht dire ction, but the n he
abandons  the  e xploration. With re g ard to  the  title  "S upe rliminare ," Hutchins on te lls  us  to  look at the
Vulg ate , Exodus  12:22. He re , the  word "s upe rliminare ," me aning  linte l, occurs : 22And...
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